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THE RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD 
  

Easter Day Service  
12th April 2020 

 
CANTOR: Easter Anthem: Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us  

  

HYMN 95    He is Risen! 

   
1 He is risen, he is risen! 
Tell it with a joyful voice: 
he has burst his three days' prison, 
let the whole wide world rejoice. 
Death is conquered, we are free, 
Christ has won the victory. 
 
2 Come with high and holy gladness, 
sing our Lord's triumphant song: 
not one touch of twilight sadness 
dims his resurrection morn; 
brightly dawns the radiant east, 
brighter far our Easter feast. 
 
3 He is risen, he is risen! 
He has opened heaven's gate: 
we are free from sin's dark prison, 
risen to a holier state; 
soon a brighter Easter beam 
on our longing eyes shall stream. 
 
Cecil Frances Alexander (1823-1895) 
  
 
OPENING SENTENCES 

Christ is risen! 
He is risen indeed! 
  
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
  
 AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM 
Brothers and sisters in Christ:  
Do you renounce the devil and all his works and all his ways? 
Yes, I do. 
  
Do you believe in God the Father? 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth. 
  
Do you believe in God the Son? 
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I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the Virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, dead, and buried. 
 He descended into hell. 
 The third day he rose again from the dead. 
 He ascended into heaven, 
 and sits at the right hand of God, the Father almighty, 
 from thence he will come to judge  

 the living and the dead. 
  
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

  
Do you intend to remain firm in this faith and reflect it in love to God and your neighbour? 
Yes, I do. 
  
God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given you new birth by water and the Spirit and has 
forgiven you all your sins, strengthen you with his Spirit †, so that you receive eternal life. Amen. 
 
KYRIE 
In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy.  
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us 

pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy.  
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  Amen.  
  

HYMN OF PRAISE (sung by congregation) 

  

This is the feast of victory for our God.  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to   

be people of God. 
 

This is the feast of victory for our God.  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, and honour, blessing, and glory are his. 
 

This is the feast of victory for our God.  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation: 

Blessing, honour, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb for ever. Amen. 
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This is the feast of victory for our God.  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

For the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. Alleluia. 

This is the feast of victory for our God.  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

   
GREETING AND COLLECT 
  
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
  
Let us pray: 
O God, since you gave your only Son, Jesus Christ, to suffer death upon the cross for our redemption, and 
to deliver us from the power of the enemy by his glorious resurrection: Grant us so to die daily to sin, that 
we may live for ever with him who died and rose again for us; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
  

FIRST READING: Acts 10:34-43 

Hear the word of the Lord, as it is written in Acts, chapter 10, beginning at verse 34 

Then Peter began to speak to them: ‘I truly understand that God shows no partiality, but in every nation 
anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. You know the message he sent to the 
people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. That message spread throughout Judea, 
beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the 
Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the 
devil, for God was with him. We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put 
him to death by hanging him on a tree; but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, not 
to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he 
rose from the dead. He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained 
by God as judge of the living and the dead. All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes 
in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.’ 

This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
  
CANTOR: Psalm 66 
  

SECOND READING: Colossians 3:1-4 

Hear the word of the Lord as it is written in Colossians, chapter 3, beginning at verse 1 

So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right 
hand of God. Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth, for you have died, 
and your life is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ who is your life is revealed, then you also will be 
revealed with him in glory. 

  This is the word of the Lord. 
(sung) Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
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GOSPEL READING: John 20:1-18 
 
The Holy Gospel is written in the Gospel according to St John, chapter 20, beginning at verse 1      
(Response after the announcement of the Gospel)   
(sung) Glory to you, O Lord. 

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and saw that 
the stone had been removed from the tomb. So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, 
the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, ‘They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not 
know where they have laid him.’ Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went towards the 
tomb. The two were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. He 
bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. Then Simon Peter 
came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying there, and the cloth that 
had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. Then the 
other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; for as yet they did not 
understand the scripture, that he must rise from the dead. Then the disciples returned to their homes. 

But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb; and she saw 
two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the other at the 
feet. They said to her, ‘Woman, why are you weeping?’ She said to them, ‘They have taken away my Lord, 
and I do not know where they have laid him.’ When she had said this, she turned round and saw Jesus 
standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, why are you weeping? 
For whom are you looking?’ Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, ‘Sir, if you have carried him 
away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him away.’ Jesus said to her, ‘Mary!’ She turned and 
said to him in Hebrew, ‘Rabbouni!’ (which means Teacher). Jesus said to her, ‘Do not hold on to me, 
because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, “I am ascending to 
my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.” ’ Mary Magdalene went and announced to the 
disciples, ‘I have seen the Lord’; and she told them that he had said these things to her. 

This is the Gospel of the Lord 
(sung) Praise to you, O Christ. 
   
CHILDRENS ADDRESS 

 
HYMN  103 I Know That My Redeemer 
  
1 I know that my Redeemer lives; 
what comfort this sweet sentence gives! 
He lives, he lives, who once was dead; 
he lives, my ever-living head. 
 
2 He lives triumphant from the grave, 
He lives eternally to save; 
He lives all-glorious in the sky, 
He lives exalted there on high. 
 
3 He lives to bless me with his love, 
he lives to plead for me above, 
he lives my hungry soul to feed, 
he lives to help in time of need. 
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4 He lives, my kind, wise, heavenly friend, 
he lives and loves me to the end; 
he lives, and while he lives, I'll sing; 
he lives, my prophet, priest, and king. 
 
5 He lives, and gives me daily breath; 
he lives, and I will conquer death; 
he lives my new home to prepare, 
he lives to bring me safely there. 
 
6 He lives, all glory to his name! 
He lives, my Jesus, still the same; 
O the sweet joy this sentence gives: 
I know that my Redeemer lives! 
  
SERMON 
  
HYMN 88 Jesus Christ is risen today   

 
1 Jesus Christ is risen today,  Alleluia! 
Our triumphant holy day,  Alleluia! 
Who did once, upon the cross,  Alleluia! 
Suffer to redeem our loss.  Alleluia! 
 
2 Hymns of praise then let us sing   Alleluia! 
Unto Christ, our heavenly king   Alleluia! 
Who endured the cross and grave,  Alleluia! 
Sinners to redeem and save.  Alleluia! 
 
3 But the pains which He endured  Alleluia! 
Our salvation have procured;  Alleluia! 
Now above the sky He’s king,  Alleluia! 
Where the angels ever sing.  Alleluia! 
 
‘Lyra Davidica’, 1708 
and John Arnold’s ‘Compleat Psalmodist’, 1749 
Revised, Tate and Brady’s ‘Supplement’, 1816 
  
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
  
THE LORD’S PRAYER  
 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us.  
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Lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours  
now and forever. Amen.  
  
 

BLESSING 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favour and give you peace. 
Amen. 
  
  
HYMN 97 The Strife is Over 
  
1 The strife is o’er, the battle done; 
Now is the Victor’s triumph won; 
O let the song of praise be sung. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 
2 Death’s mightiest powers have done their worst, 
But Jesus hath His foes dispersed; 
Let shouts of praise and joy outburst. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 
3 On the third morn He rose again 
Glorious in majesty to reign; 
O let us swell the joyful strain. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 
4 He broke the bonds of death and hell; 
The bars from heaven’s high portals fell; 
Let hymns of joy His triumph tell. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 
5 Lord, by the stripes which wounded Thee, 
From death’s dread sting Thy servants free, 
That we may live, and sing to Thee. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 
Finita iam sunt praelia 
‘Symphonia Sirenum’ (Cologne), 1695  


