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In the name of Jesus†. Amen.  I’m proclaiming the 

Gospel to you from the today’s Gospel lesson, 
Luke 14. 

 
Let’s pray:  Holy Spirit, give us ears of humility and 
hearts of hospitality to hear you teach us Christ.  In his 
name.  Amen. 
 
Today’s Gospel lesson can be heard as a hard to do ‘to-
do’ list.   
The first part is about humbling yourself.  
The second part is about giving hospitality to those 
who can never repay. 
 
I’ll remind you: 
 
7 When [Jesus] noticed how the guests chose the places 
of honor, he told them a parable. 8 “When you are 
invited by someone to a wedding banquet, do not sit 
down at the place of honor, in case someone more 
distinguished than you has been invited by your host; 
9 and the host who invited both of you may come and 
say to you, ‘Give this person your place,’ and then in 



disgrace you would start to take the lowest place. 10 But 
when you are invited, go and sit down at the lowest 
place, so that when your host comes, he may say to 
you, ‘Friend, move up higher’; then you will be honored 
in the presence of all who sit at the table with you. 
11 For all who exalt themselves will be humbled, and 
those who humble themselves will be exalted.”  
12 He said also to the one who had invited him, “When 
you give a luncheon or a dinner, do not invite your 
friends or your brothers or your relatives or rich 
neighbors, in case they may invite you in return, and 
you would be repaid. 13 But when you give a banquet, 
invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind. 
14 And you will be blessed, because they cannot repay 
you, for you will be repaid at the resurrection of the 
righteous.”  
 
So what’ our takeaway?   
The two chief commands are to be humble and to give 
hospitality to those who cannot repay.   
Certainly, there is some motivation in that you will be 
exalted when you humble yourself. 
And also you will be blessed at the resurrection when 
you invite those to your table who can never repay 
you. 
 
But in the meantime: Be humble. Invite those who can 
never repay you. 
 
I wonder how we will go with that?  And for how long 
we could keep it up? 



Might you tire of it? 
Could you become conceited if you manage to do it 
well for while?  
 
For example, consider a little hypothetical situation.  
Normally you might have someone important or at 
least a relative over for dinner.   
But you decide to do exactly what the Gospel text says.   
So you invite the poor, the lame, the crippled and the 
blind to your place.   
Repeatedly.   
You soon find out the poor eat you out of house and 
home because they don’t have much, the lame can’t 
navigate your stairs and passageway, and the blind 
take a lot of work because they can’t see you where 
you put the food or even how to get to the table.   
The first time you thought you were pretty good and 
became just a little self-righteous.  You knew that was 
not what God wanted so you chided yourself.  
But by the third time you are little weary with this 
whole thing and finding it all very tiring.  
Plus, you have had to overlook inviting your boss, your 
family and even your pastor.  And also your wealthy 
friends – I mean, it’s time you had them over because 
they put on such a lavish lunch for you not that long 
ago and you don’t really want to lose favour with them 
or show them you are not grateful!   
But if we don’t keep to inviting those who can’t repay, 
regardless of the temptation for a little self-
congratulation or the stress we are experiencing in it 



being so hard, will we get the blessing at the 
resurrection?   
 
To be in this position is not why Jesus teaches what he 
does in today’s Gospel. 
Clearly we do not have a saviour who delights in us 
feeling the agony of swinging between self-
congratulation and the despair of self-loathing and 
tiredness. 
Clearly we don’t follow a God who gives us good 
things, including our boss, family, pastor, and wealthy 
friends not to then share our good things with them, 
even as we share especially with others listed in this 
text.  
 
So whatever you do, don’t walk out today thinking you 
must try harder in humility and hospitality in order to 
keep Jesus happy with you.    
 
How about instead if you walk out today having heard 
this text first and foremost as Jesus giving an auto-
biography of himself, and it therefore being nothing 
but good news as we follow him? 
 
You see, we are told he began to speak in a parable. 
It suggests there is more to the meaning of what he 
says than what is on the surface. 
We can’t do humility and generosity indefinitely or 
with right motives.  
Instead, this teaching is about Jesus teaching us who 
he is.. what he has done for us. 



 
Consider our seat at the table in humility. 
Jesus says, “When you are invited, go and sit down at 
the lowest place, so that when your host comes, he 
may say, “Friend, move up higher” (v10).   
That is what Jesus did for us. 
He willingly became a human and subject to all the 
limitations we are. 
Yet he didn’t come lording it over us with riches, 
military might and conquest. 
He came in humility. 
In fact, when his disciples who argued the very night 
before he died about who among them is the greatest, 
he answered them, “Who is greatest? The one who is 
at table or the one who serves? Is it not the one at 
table.  But I am among you as one who serves.” (Luke 
22:27) 
Now of course, the answer was that he is the greatest. 
Yet Jesus didn’t even recline at table.  He only served.  
That is what it was and is to be greatest. 
 
In that greatest, this thing happened too:  his seat, the 
place where he got to recline, ultimately was a cross. 
John’s gospel talks of his enthronement as the cross. 
So can you see… when he talks about taking the lowest 
place, he is telling us all about what he has done for us. 
 
And what did God do for him in response? 
St Peter’s sermon in Acts 5 is relevant because Luke 
who wrote today’s text also wrote Acts, and in it he 



illustrates Luke’s continual reversal theme of the last 
being first.   
There St Peter is recorded as saying to the Sanhedrin, 
which included various Pharisees, “The God of our 
ancestors raised up Jesus, whom you killed by hanging 
him on a tree.  God exalted him at his right hand as 
leader and saviour that he might give repentance to 
Israel and forgiveness of sins’ (v30-31)  
And so truly, ‘For all those who exalt themselves will be 
humbled, and those who humble themselves will be 
exalted’ – just as Jesus said in the today’s Gospel; and 
fulfilled in this life, death and resurrection. 
 
And going to Jesus’ second instruction today, who did 
he invite to his table?  
Was it only those who could repay? 
It was in fact the exact opposite because no one could 
repay him for his life. 
He invited the poor, the lame, the crippled and the 
blind. 
Those who are poor in spirit, that is, those who wish to 
receive his Spirit– for that is what it is to be humble 
before our Lord. 
He invited the lame and crippled who try as they might 
cannot walk on his ways. 
He invited the blind – the ones who all too often are 
blind to his light but in their humility repent of that.   
In other words, he invited us.  
 
 
 



And who does he keep inviting? 
Well…to who do the words at the Lord’s Supper “Come 
for all things are now ready” apply? 
You and me! 
And as we come to that meal, are we not exactly 
coming up in humility of repentance saying, “We need 
you Lord”?  
And we are not also confessing that his death was 
sufficient for our sin, evil and misplaced trust.   
 
What this passage then becomes for us is not a to do 
list. 
It becomes a ‘done-for-us’ list. 
What’s more, in what has been done for us, is it not 
then a true blessing to serve our Lord by reclining at 
the place of service and also literally inviting people to 
our tables, which we bless in his name (Come Lord 
Jesus be our guest)… inviting people to our kitchen and 
dining rooms in our own houses, and our tables in the 
stables each month (today!) or after our 7pm service 
each month?  
Inviting all those who cannot repay?   
Hosting the Alcoholics Anonymous and Marijuana 
Anonymous group is another way we do this 
altogether in this congregation.  Don’t understate how 
important our hospitality is. 
 
However, beyond being blessed as we live in our Lord, 
what it also does is confesses his resurrection. 
Remember how he said “When you give a banquet, 
invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind.  



And you will be blessed, because they cannot repay 
you, for you will be repaid at the resurrection of the 
righteous”.  
Now the resurrection, which Christ mentions, is an 
article of faith, isn’t it?  
Each time you invite to your table those who cannot 
repay knowing Jesus said you’ll be repaid at the 
resurrection, even though you’re not doing to it be 
repaid, you will certainly be repaid at that time, and so 
you are you not loudly confessing ‘I believe in the 
resurrection of the body and the life of the world to 
come’? 
In this way our service in his name becomes confession 
of his resurrection and his gift of eternal life to us.   
 

 
And so… to summarise, this is text is so much more 
than being humble and hospitable because we have to.  
It’s all about him, Jesus, who did it first for us. 
It’s Jesus drawing us into this ongoing service and 
action for us eternally. 
Thank the Lord he does! 
 
And so we pray:  The peace of God, which surpasses all 
understanding, keep our hearts and minds in Christ 
Jesus. Amen. 


