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Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Today | am
proclaiming God’s Word to you from Luke chapter 15.

| read verse 8: ‘Or what woman, having ten silver coins, if she loses one of them
does not light a lam, sweep the house and seek carefully until she finds it?’

Let’s pray: Lord Jesus, thank you that you never give up on finding us. Find our
ears and our hearts now that we can hear your word, be restored in it and be
encouraged by your searching for all. In your name we pray. Amen.

The two parables you heard today invite us to picture Jesus Christ our saviour as
busy and active, seeking the lost with energy and persistence until he brings them
back into his fellowship.

It invites us to consider his work in what we normally think of as our repentance.
And it also provokes us to reconsider our attitude when we want to be a
grumbling Pharisee about God’s welcome of the sinner to his table fellowship.

I’ll take each of these aspects in turn.

Before that though, let’s just remind ourselves who is in front of Jesus and what it
all means.

One group was the tax collectors and so called ‘sinners. It an echo of Luke 14 a
fortnight ago where Jesus tells us to invite ‘the poor, the crippled, the lame and
the blind’ (v13).

The other group were the Pharisees and the scribes — the religious people who
prided themselves on keeping all the religious rules.

The religious people despised the tax collectors and ‘sinners’ because they did not
keep the rules.

The tax collectors were seen as moral untouchables for collecting Rome’s
revenues and profiting from that enterprise.

The ‘sinners’ were labeled sinners for not keeping all the religious rules.

This has a modern sound to it in that people in the church today still apply labels
to others or try to avoid those whose behaviour does not match their
expectations.

Anyway, both groups are there with Jesus that day.

The sinners because he has accepted them and they want more good news.

| mean, just imagine how beautiful it would be to be accepted by this wise man of
God when all you normally get is rejection.



What's interesting here too is that when Luke speaks of them drawing near to
Jesus to listen to him, he is speaking of them wanting to be taught Jesus’ ways and
means for application in their own lives.

On the other hand, the Pharisees are there because, conversely, they haven’t
accepted Jesus and they want to trap him with the good news he is giving.

Yet quite strikingly and unexpectedly it’s the Pharisees who utter the pure gospel
in this story when they grumble the line:
‘This man welcomes sinners and eats with them’ (Luke 15:2).

They are not meaning to proclaim the gospel.

But there it is: ‘This man (Jesus) welcomes sinners and eats with them’.
It is saving news for all of us:

Keep that in mind whenever you feel God won’t have you back.

Back to our account: what happens now is that Jesus doesn’t disagree with them,
but actually endorses their opinion by explaining how he not only welcomes
sinners... but he also goes further in going out and bringing them back...

Because Jesus is the seeker, finder and restorer

Chances are you have all had that horrible feeling of losing something.
An important document.

A wad of cash or your debit card.

How about a child in a shopping centre.

You know what it is like to strain until you find the thing you have lost.
Your adrenaline kicks in.

Your worry spurs you on.

In the first parable of the sheep we see Jesus go on a mission to bring back the one
lost sheep of the 99.
He won’t give up till he finds it.

In the second parable we have another picture of what Christ has done for sinners.
The coin is worth a great deal to that lady — thought to represent 10% of her life
savings. Worth a fortune to the owner, just like you and | are to God.

The lady goes on a frantic search until it is found.

She lights a lamp, suggesting the search goes on for some time.

Imagine how with each sweep of the brush she anticipates the tinkle of the coin.
We are told that she sweeps carefully.

She is leaving nothing to chance.



The point is that in these parables we are invited to hear how Jesus has left
nothing to chance to find his lost.

There might be plenty of other sheep or coins left, but it is the lost one that
matters.

Never forget that about yourself or those you love who look lost!

Overall these parables remind us just how desperate God always is to restore us.

And upon finding the lost thing? When we lose something we feel the relief when
we find it!

Joy, satisfaction, freedom.

And anyone in earshot who has been part of your loss and searching is
immediately informed and joins your rejoicing.

That’s just like it is for God and the company God keeps in heaven.
Yet, more than just welcoming us, he has gone out and found us.
Neither the sheep or the coin initiated their own search.

He wants to bring the lost into his fold.

Which brings us to this area of Repentance.

These parables have an important teaching about what repentance is.

Do you remember how the second parable ends with Jesus saying “/ tell you there
will be more joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents”
(Luke 15:10)

Repentance is defined there as the work of the woman who goes to the effort to
search and recover.

It’s not the work of the coin.

It’s a good lesson for us.

Repentance does not come about by our contrition and soul searching.

That is not saying that contrition is a bad thing.

It is important in our Christian life in showing us our need for Christ and thinking
also about his desire for how we are to live.

It’s just we just shouldn’t trust it for forgiveness - ever.

True repentance is about faith —in fact faith given by God as we hear his promise
of forgiveness given in his word of forgiveness.

You see, in his word of forgiveness are all the benefits of what he did on the cross.
Just as in the parables the shepherd and woman go out searching, Jesus in his life

among us went out from heaven to search.

He came to us, entering humanity, dying on a cross and rising from his grave; this

is he who now gives us all his benefits in the forgiveness of his word.



What do we have to do?

Find ourselves? Try to remember just how lost we are, or all the lost things we
have done? No!

In fact, we really have no idea about just how lost we are.

But that is part of the point here.

God takes the guesswork out of coming back to him by leaving the search and
restoring up to him.

He replaces the need for us to search for a 100% pure heart by giving us Jesus’
pure heart instead.

On a Sunday when we draw near to God with a true heart to confess our sins and
repent of them, we are indeed just like the tax collectors and sinners who are
drawing near to Jesus to listen to him.

We are taught his words of forgiveness — his word that tells us he has searched for
us and rescued us by his life, death and resurrection that he gives to us.

And so, what joy!

Therefore this joy ought to provoke us to reconsider our attitude when we want
to be a grumbling Pharisee about God’s welcome of the sinner to his table
fellowship.

It’s not our work that gives us God, but instead his looking out for our lostness.
We have no basis to stand off aloof complaining about God’s welcome of the
sinner.

There is clear warning for us in this text when we are tempted to be like that, and
sure enough we will be.

Giving into that temptation puts us back out in the wilderness.

Instead, our role now that we have been rescued is to have joy in God’s fellowship.
A joy that is expressed in welcome and delight of our joint life in God with each
other.

This we will do with words and deeds and prayers, won’t we?

We will want to be Christ’s agents in his work of restoring, won’t we?

| finish today with some words of a favourite preacher of mine regarding this text.

He says:
This text ends with Jesus’ Gospel words “I tell you, there is joy in the
presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents”. Somehow we
need to become more like the angels before we join them in eternity.”

| add: given what Jesus has done for us, we don’t need to wait for him to ask us.

We pray: May the peace of God which surpasses all understanding keep your
hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.
Amen.



