
21/09/2025  Luke 16:1-13 Year C Proper 20 
 
Oskar Schindler was a German businessman 
Who made a fortune in WW2 by using Jewish slave labour 
To make products for the German war machine. 
He had plenty of dirty money, but the real story is not how he made it, 
But how he spent it: on saving the very people who were enslaved. 
After the war he was not prosecuted: on the contrary 
He was literally welcomed into the homes of those he had helped, 
In fact, he ended up surviving on their donations 
And after he died was buried In Jerusalem,  
Considered by those he had helped a righteous Gentile. 
 
So: dirty money can be used well, and we’ll get back to this point. 
But isn’t our money clean? 
Well, as Christians we are called by God to deal justly with money: 
Not to rob or defraud others, but to be transparent in our dealings. 
But even if we live in an exemplary way in our personal dealings, 
There are further considerations: is our system just? 
Consider the relationship between indigenous Australians 
And those who have settled here; 
Or even between one generation and the next when it comes 
To the housing market: might we, despite our best efforts, 
Be possessors of wealth that is in someways questionable? 
And might this be the case whoever we are? And wherever we live?  
And might this be the case for all people, whenever they have lived? 
What if there is not really any wholly clean money in this world? 
What are we to do as people called to follow Jesus? 
 
The Good News that I’m proclaiming from God’s word 
Is that we can use even dirty money - what Jesus calls 
‘The Mammon of unrighteousness’ or ‘dishonest wealth’ - 
We can use dirty money in a way that not only is pleasing to God, 
But that binds us in love with those who share in what we have. 
More than this, Jesus frees us from servitude to Mammon 
By his generosity to us: as we receive the good gifts of God, 
Even the forgiveness of our sins, we are free to serve God. 
 
This is how our reading begins: Then Jesus said to the disciples, 
Jesus has just been speaking to the Pharisees and scribes 
When they were grumbling about the welcome he gave to sinners. 
In fact, he has just finished his parable about a younger son 
Who squandered, who wasted his father’s wealth. 



And after our reading he will again speak to the Pharisees. 
But here he is speaking to his disciples, to us. 
Then Jesus said to the disciples, ‘There was a rich man who had a manager, and 
charges were brought to him that this man was squandering his property. So he 
summoned him and said to him, “What is this that I hear about you? Give me an 
account of your management, because you cannot be my manager any longer.”  
OK. This manager has done with his master’s property 
What the younger son had done with his Father’s property: 
He has squandered it, wasted it; and now he has lost his job 
And must give an account of his management. 
 
Now, listen to his reaction: Then the manager said to himself, “What will I do, now that 
my master is taking the position away from me? I am not strong enough to dig, and I 
am ashamed to beg. 
How would you characterise his reaction? 
Well, he doesn’t wallow in self-pity,  
And he doesn’t become self-righteous 
Rather, he takes stock of the situation: 
He knows he’s unemployable for white collar work, 
He also knows that he’s not up to hard physical labour, 
He also knows himself: that he won’t humiliate himself by begging. 
But he has an idea: this is what we read: I have decided what to do so that, when I am 
dismissed as manager, people may welcome me into their homes.” 
His idea is that he’ll pursue a course of action 
That will mean people will show such hospitality to him 
That he’ll neither have to work hard or to beg. 
 
This is what we read: So, summoning his master’s debtors one by one, he asked the 
first, “How much do you owe my master?” 
OK. What’s odd about this question?  
Well, does the bank ask you how much you owe on your mortgage? 
And if they did, what would you be tempted to say? 
The manager asks the debtors to name the debt. 
Listen to how the first debtor speaks: He answered, “A hundred jugs of olive oil.” He 
said to him, “Take your bill, sit down quickly, and make it fifty.” Then he asked another, 
“And how much do you owe?” He replied, “A hundred containers of wheat.” He said to 
him, “Take your bill and make it eighty.”  
How would you account for the different percentages of discount? 
It seems to me that the manager knows the real debt, 
And weighs up what the debtors say their debt is, 
And what he can get away with when it comes to the discount. 
Whatever the case may be, he’s making friends with the debtors 
By using the debts actually owed to the master. 



 
Just as an aside, and a bit of speculation: 
What if, when people sin against us, they are really accumulating 
A debt with God, and what if God is giving us the opportunity 
Before we give an account of our own lives to him 
For all the ways we have squandered his good gifts to us, 
What if God is giving us the opportunity to cancel their debts? 
What might that mean here and now? And in the life to come? 
 
Back to the text: And his master commended the dishonest manager because he had 
acted shrewdly; for the children of this age are more shrewd in dealing with their own 
generation than are the children of light.  
This can seem puzzling: after all, the manager defrauded his master. 
But think of how the manager evaluated the manager’s actions: 
That he had acted shrewdly: this goes back to the serpent in Genesis, 
Where we hear that it was more shrewd than the other animals. 
And in Matthew’s Gospel Jesus counsels his disciples, us, 
To be as shrewd as serpents, and as innocent as doves: 
That is, not to be naïve in this world, but to understand how things work, 
While being faithful and trustworthy ourselves. 
Well, in our reading we evidently have the words of one shrewd man 
To another: as if he’s saying: ‘You’re still sacked, but I can see 
That you’ll get by in this world just fine. Now get out.’ 
 
Now, here’s the interesting thing: the way that Jesus sums up 
The meaning of this teaching for his disciples, for us: And I tell you, make friends for 
yourselves by means of dishonest wealth so that when it is gone, they may welcome 
you into the eternal homes. 
‘Dishonest wealth’ is literally ‘the Mammon of unrighteousness’ – 
That is, money and wealth that is not wholly just, that is tainted, 
And that has the power to enslave us if we let it. 
Jesus is inviting us to consider the nature of our money and possessions 
And he is saying that we can even this Mammon of unrighteousness 
In a way that will bring us eternal benefit. 
 
What sort of uses of our money could he be talking about? 
Well, here’s one example from Luke that we heard recently, 
Where Jesus speaks to a person who invited him to a banquet: ‘But when you give a 
banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind. And you will be 
blessed, because they cannot repay you, for you will be repaid at the resurrection of 
the righteous.’ 
So, a simple act of hospitality: sharing a meal with those 
Who can’t repay – that’s one way to put dishonest wealth 



To good use, and to benefit yourself into the bargain. 
 
Back to our text, where Jesus goes on to spell out further 
What his parable means: ‘Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much; and 
whoever is dishonest in a very little is dishonest also in much. If then you have not 
been faithful with the dishonest wealth, who will entrust to you the true riches? And if 
you have not been faithful with what belongs to another, who will give you what is 
your own? 
Sometimes we can be tempted to think that the reality of life 
Is the economic bottom line: highly influential thinkers 
Like Karl Marx thought this way, considering that material reality, 
Is the fundamental fact of human existence. 
But Jesus gets us, as his disciples, to think about money and possessions differently:  
God is entrusting us with things of little real value – Mammon - 
As a way of getting us prepared for real responsibility in his kingdom: 
Just like a business owner might put a worker in a position 
Of low responsivity dealing with small sums, 
To see how they will handle it: 
Those who are trustworthy with a little, are promoted, 
And those who can handle the boss’s money well,  
Are themselves remunerated more handsomely. 
This is how things are also, evidently, in the kingdom of God. 
 
Jesus finally concludes his teaching to his disciples with these words: No slave can serve 
two masters; for a slave will either hate the one and love the other, or be devoted to 
the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth.’ 
Money and possessions are never neutral, 
They are things that will either enslave us, or things that can be used 
In the service of the true master, God. 
 
If Oskar Schinder had been enslaved to his wealth, 
He would have found no friends among those who had been enslaved, 
And he would have suffered just retribution after the war. 
As it was, he was welcomed into their homes. 
We have been freed by our Lord Jesus to use dishonest wealth 
In the same sort of way, because he has given us God as our master, 
Who has shown himself to be a compassionate Father, 
Who has welcomed us, even when we have squandered his good gifts. 
So, let’s be shrewd in our use of dishonest wealth, 
So that we make friends for ourselves with those who cannot repay, 
So that other people receive the generosity of God through us, 
We live as salt and light in the world, 
And God the Father is glorified here and now. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 


