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In the name of Jesus T . Amen.

| read to you from 2" Kings 5v14: ‘So [Naaman] went down and immersed himself seven times in the
Jordan, according to the man of God.’

We pray: Father almighty, keep restoring us through your cleansing word. Amen.

In today’s meditation I'll focus on how God often works in hidden and unexpected ways. | will finish
by pointing to how each of us sees this in our baptism, by which we have been cleansed of our sin
and granted eternity with God.

In today’s sermon text from 2" Kings we see the saving, gracious and often unexpected ways God
works.

This starts with the first line.

‘Naaman, commander of the army of the king of Aram, was a great man and in high favor with his
master, because by him the Lord had given victory to Aram’ (2 Kings 5:1).

What’s unexpected is that God gives Naaman’s king a victory through him, even though Naaman is
not an Israelite.

That God is the Lord of all, and works to save both Jew and gentile, is a theme of the scriptures,
which continues to become clearer and clearer as he sends his son Jesus for all.

However, in this sotry, despite Naaman’s greatness he has something all his military skill is useless to
address.

It’s a skin disease.

Here we see God work through just a little Israelite girl.

A little Israelite girl has been kidnapped and is the servant of Naaman’s wife.

She says to her mistress: “If only my lord were with the prophet who is in Samaria. He would cure
him of his leprosy!” (v3.

At the very least life can’t be ideal for this kidnapped girl. But with God at work here she
demonstrates graciousness, and even more, true faith in what God enables the prophet of Samaria —
Elisha —to do.

It gets a little lost in translation, but when she says “If only my Lord were with the prophet who is in
Samaria”, she is saying that just as she is on bended knee as a servant in a receptive needy position,
waiting to be told what to do, she wishes her master Naaman to be in the same receptive posture
with the prophet Elisha waiting to be told what to do — because it will be a lifechanging/lifesaving
word..

As we have heard over the past fortnight, childlike dependency and just a little faith is all God needs
to great things.

From here, being the great man of high favour, Naaman’s king frees him to go to Israel.

Several very human things happen here, which God will work around.

Naaman takes immense riches thinking he’ll need to buy favour or pay for the service.

God won'’t need those of course.

And Naaman’s king sends a letter of introduction.

The problem is that the King of Israel thinks it is the king Aram setting him up to fail and get’s quite
distraught.



Moreover, he doesn’t even think of the prophet Elisha.

But God, he is powerful enough and in control enough to work through all this human interference,
mistake and disregard for the prophet.

We are told:

‘But when Elisha the man of God heard that the king of Israel had torn his clothes, he sent a message
to the king, “Why have you torn your clothes? Let him come to me, that he may learn that there is a
prophet in Israel.”” (v8)

So Naaman and his considerable entourage then go to Elisha.

You think Elisha might go out to meet him; at least Naaman did!

But Elisha simply sends his servant with a word saying, “Go, wash in the Jordan seven times, and your
flesh shall be restored and you shall be clean” (v11).

There is a strong sense here of Naaman simply needing to trust the word of God given through his
servant.

And in fact, that Namaan has brought all his riches and thinks that an entourage deserves an
audience with the prophet actually allows God’s point to made clearer, which is just to trust in his
word of promise and do what he says.

But we are told Naaman becomes angry goes and away saying:

“I thought that for me he would surely come out, and stand and call on the name of the LoRrD his God,
and would wave his hand over the spot, and cure the leprosy! Are not Abana and Pharpar, the rivers
of Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel. Could | not wash in them and be clean?” (v11b-
12a).

To wash in the rather creek-like Jordan was not what Naaman was expecting.

God certainly has a way of scattering the proud in the thoughts of their hearts!

Yet, God remains faithful, even persisting in the face of Naaman’s rage. And apparent
undeservedness.

That is more than you can reasonably expect Naaman’s king would have done had Namaan shown
the same attitude to him.

In God’s faithfulness he puts wise and caring voices in Naaman’s life to yet again direct him in the
right way.

I'll use the ESV here. Naaman’s servants say:

‘My father, it is a great word the prophet has spoken to you; will you not do it? Has he actually said
to you, ‘Wash, and be clean’?” (v13)

Like the little girl at the beginning, lowly servants once again do the job.

They point out that a great word has been spoken — a great word to a great man. See the play on
words from the beginning of the story.

It’s a great word because it’s a saving word. They are pointing out: “Naaman, this is what you
wanted, isn’t it?” In other words, “Why not do it?”

Then with their intervention we are told: ‘So Naaman went down and immersed himself seven times
in the Jordan, according to the word of the man of God, his flesh was restored like the flesh of a
young boy, and he was clean.’ (v14)

We started with a great man who through the initiative of a little girl has been the recipient of trust
in a great word and now becomes himself young again in the sense of fresh skin.

God has cleansed Naaman of his skin disease by the intervention of lowly folk, a simple bath of wet
water from little more than a creek, and trusting in God’s word delivered by a prophet that he didn’t
even get to meet.

Here’s the thing... all of this saving and gracious activity of God through opposite and unexpected
events, by water and trust in his word creates the biggest miracle of all: Naaman becomes a believer
in the God of Israel, the one true God.



For when Naaman returns to the man of God, he and all his company, he stands before Elisha and
says “Now I know there is no God in all of the earth except in Israel...” (v15a-c inc paraphrase)
Faith. Trust. Conversion. Amazing!

God’s saving, gracious and unexpected ways.

All through the command to wash, the washing in the water and the accompaniment of the promise
that ‘you shall be clean’

What of us then? Well as Jesus Christ lives in his baptized children, let’s look to him.
Early in Luke’s gospel, Jesus refers to the cleansing of Naaman.

He is fresh back from both his own baptism his temptation in the wilderness.

His reference to Naaman happens just after he declares in his hometown Nazareth synagogue that
the scripture of the Isaiah roll has been fulfilled in their hearing.

That Scripture of Isaiah 61 which Jesus quotes says this:

‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,

because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor.

He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives

and recovery of sight to the blind,

to let the oppressed go free,

to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.’ (Luke 4:18-19)".

Naaman through his immersion—his baptism—in the Jordan commanded by God and acting on the
promise of cleansing, received as a free gift release from both his skin disease and his pagan religious
captivity.

To be sure, what was on that Isaiah scroll included more than baptism in the sense of Jesus’ specific
teaching and miracles, and implicitly his death and resurrection.

But it certainly included no less than the benefits of baptism.

And so there is this for us.

When Namaan initially rejected Elisha’s command to wash you can literally hear Luther’s great
guestion on baptism:

“How can water do such great things?”

It’s the same for us.

Baptism is just a little once-off wash.

Instigated by lowly parents and conducted by pastor servants who are not much in the eyes of kings.
It can look underwhelming in worldly terms.

But as we have seen, God works his awesome ways through the unexpected and the opposite.
Hidden in the cleansing water of baptism is the opposite: the scarlet lifeblood of the son of God
poured out for us.

Joy for us instead of suffering.

Life instead of death.

That is why | have focused today on the unexpected and hidden and opposite ways that God works.
And when we confess our sins and hear God’s word of absolution—as plain and unadorned as that
rite might also be—we return to our baptism and our sins are cleansed all over again.

For Baptism never fails to restore us as we trust God’s great word.

Therefore, keep looking to the cleansing you receive in baptism!
Then join with Naaman in recognising the great gift of God.

We pray: May the peace of God that surpasses all understanding keep our hearts and minds in
Christ Jesus. Amen.



