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As a baptised person, as a disciple of Jesus, 
What sort of thing makes you feel like giving up on praying? 
What makes you feel like losing heart when it comes to the life of faith? 
There are many answers to questions like these: 
Maybe we are tempted to think that God doesn’t really care about us, 
Or that God is angry with us because of our sins, 
Or maybe that God is powerless to do anything. 
Or maybe we are tempted to think  
That we just don’t know how to pray properly, 
Or maybe even that God simply doesn’t exist, 
And our faith life, such as it is, 
Is running off the fumes of the oily rag of our childhood indoctrination. 
 
The fact is, being tempted to give up on praying 
And being tempted to become disheartened 
Is part of the reality of life in the church, 
But today I’m proclaiming Good News: 
Jesus knows the struggles we face we it comes to prayer, 
And when it comes to the life of faith, 
And today he gives us a parable that acts like healing medicine, 
Or like nourishing food to give us strength, 
So that we may persevere in the life of faith, 
And so that we may continue to pray,  
Trusting that God hears us and acts in his justice. 
 
This is how our reading starts: Then Jesus told them a parable about their need to 
pray always and not to lose heart. 
If you go back in Luke it becomes evident 
That the ‘them’ here is Jesus’ own disciples: 
So, Jesus is here speaking to us, and to our struggles. 
More than this, he has a stated purpose: he is telling them the parable 
So that they will pray, and not lose heart. 
Think about it this way: let’s say you go to the doctor with an infection, 
And the doctor gives you medicine, 
The purpose of giving you the medicine is to heal the infection: 
It’s not simply that you obey the doctor in taking the medicine, 
It’s that the medicine has power to heal. 
Well, let’s say you feel no encouragement to pray, 



And that you in fact feel discouraged in the life of faith, 
Here you have Jesus giving you a parable that you can read, 
And that will act as spiritual medicine: 
The parable itself will give you strength to call out to God. 
 
Listen to how Jesus proceeds: [Jesus] said, ‘In a certain city there was a judge who 
neither feared God nor had respect for people. 
The particular place where the parable is set doesn’t matter: 
It’s simply a certain city. 
Then we’re introduced to the first character: the judge. 
What Jesus wants us to know is that this judge doesn’t fear God 
And that he doesn’t have any respect for people. 
So, firstly, he doesn’t fear God: that is, he has no inner restraints 
On doing the wrong thing: he simply ignores the voice of conscience, 
And acts without regard to any future judgement from God. 
Secondly, he doesn’t respect people: that is, he doesn’t care 
What the vulgar mob thinks or says about him: 
From his point of view they are deplorables 
Whose cries for justice can be ignored with impunity. 
 
So, how would you get a judgement from such a judge? 
Well, the traditional way would be bribery: 
Offering the judge money, or sexual favours, or political advantage. 
This is the sort of Judge we’re dealing with in this parable. 
 
Then we get to the second character: In that city there was a widow who kept 
coming to him and saying, “Grant me justice against my opponent.” 
Let’s think about the widow’s situation: 
She’s in a situation where someone is wronging her, 
And her only hope is in getting a just judgement from the judge. 
It’d be reasonable to suppose 
That she doesn’t have money to buy justice, 
That she is past her prime in offering fleshly inducements, 
And that she’s unconnected in offering political advantage. 
How is she going to get justice when the judge is corrupt, 
And she has nothing to offer? 
 
Well, at first she doesn’t get justice: This is what Jesus says: 
For a while [the unjust judge] refused. 
The righteousness of her cause means nothing to the judge – 



For him, administering justice is a means to personal gain of some sort. 
But then he comes to a change of mind: For a while he refused; but later he said 
to himself, “Though I have no fear of God and no respect for anyone, yet because 
this widow keeps bothering me, I will grant her justice, so that she may not wear 
me out by continually coming.”’ 
Notice, first of all, that the judge in his inner thoughts 
Recognises his own lack of fear for God or concern for others – 
This is not anyone else saying it about him, it’s who he truly is.  
But he decides to give the widow justice. Why? 
Because she has something to offer him? No. 
It’s because she is a pest, and he wants to be rid of her. 
He may be corrupt, but he’s practical, and it’s easier for him 
To grant her request for justice than put up with her complaining. 
 
That’s the parable. This is what we then hear: And the Lord said, ‘Listen to what 
the unjust judge says. 
Jesus wants us to pay attention to the unjust judge, 
To meditate on his words and to consider them carefully. 
Why? Is he saying that God is like the unjust judge, 
And we are like the widow? Is he saying we are nobodies  
Who have to wear God down with our pestering prayer  
So that he’ll eventually give us the justice we need? 
Is this the medicine, is this the food 
For our flagging faith and lacklustre prayer life? 
 
Far from it. 
Jesus is getting us to think first of all in worldly terms: 
Can we imagine a situation in which a powerless person 
Could get justice form a corrupt authority figure? 
Yes, we can. It’s plausible that the widow could get justice 
From the unjust judge. Well, Jesus is saying,  
If even an unjust judge could be persuaded to give a widow justice, 
How much more will the God who is perfect in justice, 
How much more will God, who has chosen us to be his own, 
How mush more will God act swiftly in justice for his people? 
This is how Jesus puts it: And will not God grant justice to his chosen ones who 
cry to him day and night? Will he delay long in helping them? I tell you, he will 
quickly grant justice to them. 
Notice first of all that Jesus calls us God’s chosen people: 
People whom God has deliberately made his own, 



And for whom he has a special care. 
Notice also that Jesus assures us that God will grant justice – 
That he will show himself to be righteous in his actions – 
To us as we call out to him, 
And that he won’t delay in doing this. 
 
Jesus is, in other words, assuring us that God is real, 
That he knows our need, and listens to our cries, 
Jesus is assuring us that there is no delay in God’s justice: 
That we can be sure that God is acting swiftly  
To show his righteousness in our lives. 
In fact, directly after today’s reading Jesus gives the parable 
Of the Pharisee and the Tax Collector, 
Where he gives us an example of what this swift justice looks like: 
The tax collector, when he admits his sin, 
When he asks for an atoning sacrifice, 
Goes home that very day from the temple justified, 
He goes from the temple having received God’s righteous justice. 
 
But before Jesus tells the parable of the Pharisee and Tax Collector 
He asks a question: And yet, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on 
earth?’ 
When we flag in faith, when we give up on prayer, 
We think that the problem is with God: that he cannot or will not 
Act to help us in our need. 
Jesus first assures us of God love and care for us, 
But then gets us to look at things from God’s point of view. 
When the Lord comes to us in his glory, will he find faith among us? 
 
This is an invitation from our Lord to exercise our faith, 
Even if it is only as big as a mustard seed. 
Brothers and sisters in Christ, you are chosen by God, 
And your Lord Jesus assures you that God hears your prayers. 
So, when you exercise your faith,  
Even in simply saying the Lord’s Prayer, or grace before a meal, 
Or a brief prayer from your heart to God. 
Your Father in heaven hears you, 
And he shares his righteousness with you: 
Even the forgiveness of sins that he freely gives. 
In Jesus’ name. Amen. 


