
In the beginning was the Word, 

and the Word was with God,  

and the Word was God. 

John 1:1 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church, Adelaide 

Holy Communion Service 

Sunday, 25 December 2022 

Christmas Day 

_____________________________________________________________ 



PRELUDE 

Adeste Fideles Musette - Jeanne Demessieux 

Vom Himmel hoch (3 settings) - F. W. Zachow 

In dulci jubilo BWV 751 - J. S. Bach 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN LH 34 O Come, all ye faithful 

O come, all ye faithful, 

Joyful and triumphant, 

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 

Come and behold Him, 

Born the King of angels: 

Refrain: 

O come, let us adore Him, 

O come, let us adore Him, 

O come, let us adore Him, 

Christ the Lord! 

God of God, 

Light of light, 

Lo, He abhors not the virgin’s womb; 

Very God, 

Begotten, not created:  

Refrain 

Sing, choirs of angels, 

Sing in exultation, 

Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above 

Glory to God 

In the highest: 

Refrain 

Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, 

Born this happy morning, 

Jesus, to Thee be glory given; 

Word of the Father, 

Now in flesh appearing: 

Refrain 
C. Fredrick Oakley, John Francis Wade
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OPENING SENTENCE 

M: The Word became flesh and lived among us, 

C: and we have seen His glory,  

M: the glory as of a father’s only son, 

C: full of grace and truth. 

(John 1:14 NRSV). 

INVOCATION 

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son † and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

THE CALL TO CONFESS 

M: Dear friends in Christ: let us draw near to God our Father with a true 

heart to confess our sins, and to ask Him in the Name of our Lord Jesus 

Christ to forgive us.  

M: Our help is in the name of the Lord.  

C: He made heaven and earth.  

M: I said, I will confess my sins to the Lord.  

C: Then He forgave the guilt of my sin. 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

All: Almighty God, merciful Father, I, a poor helpless sinner, confess to You 

all my sins, and repent of all the evil I have done. I have deeply 

displeased You, and deserve Your punishment in time and in eternity. But 

I am sorry for my sins, and I ask You, for the sake of the holy, innocent 

sufferings and death of Your dear Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and 

merciful to me. Amen. 

M: I ask each of you in the presence of God who searches the heart: Do you 

confess that you have sinned, and do you repent of your sins? 

C: I do. 

M: Do you believe that Jesus Christ has redeemed you from all your sins, and 

do you desire forgiveness in His name? 

C: I do. 

M: Do you intend with the help of the Holy Spirit to live as in God’s presence, 

and to strive daily to lead a holy life, even as Christ has made you holy? 

C: I do. 

M: Christ gave to His church the authority to forgive the sins of those who 

repent, and to declare to those who do not repent that their sins are not 

forgiven. Therefore, upon your confession, I, as a called and ordained 

servant of the Word, announce the grace of God to all of you; and on 

behalf of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins, in the Name of 

the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Peace be with you.  

C: Amen. 



PSALM 98 - Choir – chant by G. T. Thalben-Ball 

LORD, HAVE MERCY 

M: Kyrie eleison. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

M: Christe eleison 

C: Christ, have mercy. 

M: Kyrie elesion.  

C: Lord, have mercy. 

GLORY TO GOD IN THE HIGHEST 

M: Glory to God in the highest. 

All: And on earth, peace among those with whom He is pleased. We praise 

You, we bless You, we worship You, we glorify You, we give thanks to You 

for Your great glory, O Lord God, heavenly King, God, the Father 

Almighty. O Lord, the only begotten Son, Jesus Christ, O Lord God, Lamb 

of God, Son of the Father. You take away the sin of the world; have mercy 

on us. You take away the sin of the world; receive our prayer. You are 

seated at the right hand of God the Father; have mercy on us. For You 

alone are holy, You alone are Lord, you alone, O Christ, with the Holy 

Spirit, are most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

COLLECT 

M: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

M; Let us pray. Almighty God heavenly Father, grant that we who are 

enlightened by the new light of Your incarnate Word may show in our 

deeds the light that by faith shines in our hearts; through Your Son, Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

FIRST READING  Isaiah 52:7-10   

R: This is the word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God 

SECOND READING Hebrews 1:1-4  



Choir: Gospel Acclamation – Alleluia! 

 Tune: Freuet euch, ihr Christen - A Hammerschmidt (1612-1675) 

THE HOLY GOSPEL John 1:1-14  

Before the Gospel 

C: Glory be to You, O Lord. 

After the Gospel 

M: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to be You, O Christ. 

HYMN    LH 623  Now sing we, now rejoice 

Now sing we, now rejoice, 

Now raise to heaven our voice; 

He from whom joy streameth 

Poor in a manger lies, 

Yet not so brightly beameth 

The sun in yonder skies. 

Thou my Saviour art, 

Thou my Saviour art.  

Come from on high to me, 

I cannot rise to Thee; 

Cheer my wearied spirit, 

O pure and holy child. 

Through all Thy grace and merit, 

Blest Jesus, Lord most mild, 

Draw me unto Thee, 

Draw me unto Thee.  

Now through His Son doth shine 

The Father’s grace divine; 

Death o’er us had reigned 

Through sin and vanity: 

The Son for us obtained 

Eternal joy on high 

O that we were there, 

O that we were there! 



O where shall joy be found? 

Where but on heavenly ground? 

Where the angels singing 

With all His saints unite, 

Their sweetest praises bringing 

In heavenly joy and light. 

O that we were there, 

O that we were there! 

(In Dulci jubilo) Tr. Arthur Tozer Russell (1851) 

Public Domain 

Stegmann (1588-1632)Tr. August Crull) 

SERMON 

NICENE CREED: WE CONFESS OUR FAITH 

All: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from 
true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through 
him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down 
from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and 
became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 
Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose 
again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in 
glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no 
end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 
from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is 
worshipped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We 
believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge 
one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of 
the dead, and the life of the world to come. 

Amen.   



CHOIR ANTHEM   Tollite Hostias - Camille Saint-Saëns 

Bring forth your offerings, 

and adore the Lord, your God, 

and worship Him in his Holy place. 

Rejoice in heaven, 

exult all ye peoples, for the Lord 

now comes in glory. Alleluia! 

OFFERTORY 

All: Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit within 

me. Cast me not away from Your presence, and take not Your Holy 

Spirit from me. Restore to me the joy of Your salvation and uphold me 

with a willing spirit. 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

M: Lord, in Your mercy. 

C: Hear our prayer. 

HYMN LH 630 O thou holiest, O thou happiest 

O thou holiest, O thou happiest, 

Grace-bestowing Christmastide! 

Christ in a manger 

Saves from all danger: 

O rejoice, ye Christians far and wide! 

O thou holiest, O thou happiest, 

Peace proclaiming Christmastide! 

Christ’s light is beaming, 

Mankind redeeming: 

O rejoice, ye Christians far and wide! 

O thou holiest, O thou happiest, 

Life-imparting Christmastide! 

Angels from glory 

Chant the great story: 

O rejoice, ye Christians far and wide! 

O du fröliche, o du selige 

Johannes Daniel Falk (1768-1826) 

Tr. A. T. Hanser, 1917, alt 



LITURGY OF THE LORD’S SUPPER  

M: The Lord be with you.  

C: And also with you.  

M: Lift up your hearts.  

C: We lift them to the Lord.  

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord.  

C: For that is fitting and right. 

M: It is truly fitting and right and for our lasting good, that we should at all 

times, and in all places, give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, 

almighty and eternal God, through Christ our Lord. For in the mystery of 

the Word made flesh You have given us a new revelation of Your glory; 

that, seeing You in the Person of Your Son, we may be drawn to the 

love of those things which are not seen. Therefore with angels and 

archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we adore and 

magnify Your glorious Name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of hosts; 

heaven and earth are full of Your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is He who comes in the Name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER  

M: Our Father, Who art in heaven; Hallowed be Thy Name; Thy kingdom 

come; Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our 

daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil.  

C: For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and 

ever. Amen.  

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION  

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, 

and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to his disciples, 

and said, Take and eat; this is † My body, which is given for you. Do this 

in remembrance of Me.  

In the same way He took the cup, after the supper, and when He had 

given thanks, He gave it to them, and said, Drink of it, all of you; this is † 

My blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you for the forgiveness 

of sins. Do this as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.  



PEACE 

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always.  

C: Amen.  

 

LAMB OF GOD  
 

O Christ, Lamb of God, 

You take away the sin of the world; 

have mercy on us. 
 

O Christ, Lamb of God, 

You take away the sin of the world; 

have mercy on us. 
 

O Christ, Lamb of God, 

You take away the sin of the world; 

grant us Your peace.   

 

DISTRIBUTION 

 

HYMN    LH 29 Come, your hearts and voices raising   

 

Come, your hearts and voices raising, 

Christ the Lord with gladness praising; 

Loudly sing His love amazing, 

Worthy fold of Christendom. 

 

See how God, for us providing, 

Gave His Son and life abiding; 

He our weary steps is guiding 

From earth’s woe to heavenly joy.  

 

Christ, from heaven to us descending, 

And in love our race befriending, 

In our need His help extending, 

Saved us from the wily foe. 

 

Jacob’s star in all its splendour 

Beams with comfort sweet and tender, 

Forcing Satan to surrender, 

Breaking all the powers of hell. 

 

From the bondage that oppressed us, 

From sins fetters that possessed us, 

From the grief that sore distressed us, 

We, the captives, now are free.  



 

O the joy, beyond expressing, 

When by faith we grasp this blessing, 

And to Thee we come confessing 

That our freedom Thou hast wrought.  

 

Gracious child, we pray Thee, hear us, 

From Thy lowly manger cheer us, 

Gently lead us and be near us 

Till we join the angelic choir. 

 
 Kommt und lasst uns Christum ehren  

Paul Gerhadt (1607-1676) 

T. ‘The Lutheran Hymnal’ (St Lois). 1941 

 

CHOIR    Of the Father’s love begotten - arr. Stephan Casurella 

  

Of the Father’s love begotten        Let the heights of heaven adore Him; 

Ere the worlds began to be,        Angel hosts, His praises sing; 

He is Alpha and Omega,           Powers, dominions, bow before Him, 

He the source, the ending He,                       and extol our God and King; 

Of the things that are, that have been,        Let no tongue on earth be silent, 

And that future years shall see,                      Every voice in concert ring, 

Evermore and evermore!                                Evermore and evermore! 

 

O that birth forever blessèd,                            Christ, to Thee, with God the Father, 

When the Virgin, full of grace,         And, O Holy Ghost, to Thee, 

By the Holy Ghost conceiving,                        Hymn and chant and high thanksgiving, 

Bore the Saviour of our race;                           And unwearied praises be; 

And the Babe, the world’s Redeemer,          Honour, glory and dominion 

First revealed His sacred face,                        And eternal victory, 

Evermore and evermore!                                Evermore and evermore!         
 

                    Text: 11th Century, 

adapted from Piae Cantiones, 1582                    
  

 

ORGAN VOLUNTARY 
 

Offertoire Bref sur Adeste fideles - René Quignard 

 

 

DISMISSAL  
 

M: The body of our Lord Jesus Christ and His precious blood strengthen and 

preserve you in body and soul to life eternal. Go in peace.†  

C: Amen.  
 

 



POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE 

 

Lord, now let Your servant depart in peace: according to Your word. For 

my eyes have seen Your salvation: which You have prepared in the 

presence of all people; a light to reveal You to the nations and the glory 

of Your people Israel. Glory to the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit: 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for evermore. Amen. 
 

M: The Lord be with you.  

C: And also with you.  

 

M: Let us pray: Thank you, loving Father, for filling the world with the new light 

of Your Word who became a human being. As we have been fed with 

His body and blood, keep the flame of faith and love burning in our 

hearts and shining in our lives. For He lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C:  Amen. 

 

 

BLESSING 
 

M:  The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you 

and be gracious to you.  The Lord look upon you with favour, † and 

give you peace.  

C: Amen. Amen. Amen. 

 
 

 

RECESSIONAL HYMN LH 33 Hark! The herald angels sing 
 

 

Hark! The herald angels sing 

Glory to the newborn King; 

Peace on earth, and mercy mild, 

God and sinners reconciled. 

Joyful, all ye nations, rise, 

Join the triumph of the skies; 

With the angelic host proclaim: 

Christ is born in Bethlehem.  
 
 

Refrain: Hark! The herald angels sing, 

Glory to the newborn king.  
 

 



Christ, by highest heaven adored, 

Christ, the everlasting Lord, 

Late in time behold Him come, 

Offspring of a virgin’s wob.  

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see 

Hail, the incarnate Deity, 

Please as man with man to dwell, 

Jesus, our Immanuel.  
 

Refrain 
 

Hail, the heaven-born Prince of peace! 

Hail the sun of righteousness! 

Light and life to all He brings, 

Risen with healing in His wings. 

Mild He lays His glory by, 

Born that man no more may die, 

Born to raise the sons of earth, 

Born to give them second birth, 
 

Refrain 
 

Charles Wesley (1707-1788) 

Revised George Whitfield (1714-1770) 

Martin Madan (1726-1790) and others 
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POSTLUDE 

 

Toccata from the 5th Symphony - Charles Marie Widor 

 

 

Pastor: Fraser Pearce 

Organist: Gina Dutschke 

Trumpeters: Andrew and Charlotte Newhouse 

The Bethlehem Choir 

Choir Director: Jill McGregor 

 




