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Today I’'m proclaiming Good news from the Gospel

As we confess not our own faith, our own commitment to God
Our own strength of belief

Bur as we confess Christ: As we acknowledge him

That he is the one who reveals God to us,

He confesses us before his Father

He acknowledges us: that we are his

That we belong with him in his kingdom.

Let’s get straight into the text: [Jesus said to his disciples]: ‘So have no fear of them; for nothing is
covered up that will not be uncovered, and nothing secret that will not become known. What | say to
you in the dark, tell in the light; and what you hear whispered, proclaim from the housetops.

Jesus is sending the twelve out to proclaim the kingdom of heaven.

He is sending them not to the Gentiles or the Samaritans

But to their own people.

He has told them plainly that he is sending them out as sheep among wolves,
And that they will need to be as wise as serpents and as innocent as doves:
That they will need to move from being naive

To understanding human nature, and especially human power games.
They will need to do this

While themselves being honest and transparent in what they say and do.
Jesus tells them to watch out for human beings:

Because human beings are not God.

If we want to find our status, our peace, our reason for living

In other human beings then we will, in the end,

Be disappointed.

In fact Jesus tells his disciples to expect opposition and persecution

From the human community, even from their own people.

But he also tells them not to fear them.
And the first reason he gives is that, in God’s great court
Everything will be revealed.

Why could this help his disciples deal with the fear of other human beings?
Well think about it this way:

Imagine that you are in court facing a serious charge

And witnesses are brought in who have evidently got together

And concocted a series of lies to take you down.

This would be a fearful thing, unless your lawyer said

‘Don’t worry: we have video footage of them conspiring against you,

They will be exposed as malicious liars; you will go free’

Jesus is telling his disciples that the evil of those who oppose them

Will be exposed, and that they, on the other hand

Are free to live and teach honestly and transparently.

He is telling his disciples that there is not a hidden agenda or hidden teaching
For them when they teach.

And this is how it is for us to this day: our teaching is public:

And we hand over everything that Jesus has commanded



For God’s baptised people to keep.

Jesus then says something that would make any faithful person pause:

Do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul; rather fear him who can destroy both soul
and body in hell.

There is a limit to what human beings can do in opposition to the Gospel.

They can slander; they can persecute

They can even kill: but they can only kill the body.

But, Jesus assures his disciples, there is one who can destroy soul and body

In hell: this is the one to fear.

Evidently it is God who has this power

And we do well to fear God rather than human beings.

Notice again that it is Jesus who teaches about hell,

And that he gives this teaching to his disciples.

He gives this teaching, in other words, out of love

To people whom he loves, for whom he will lay down his life.
Why then does he say these threatening things?

Well, think about a father lending his car to his teenage son.

He says: when you’re driving with your friends they’ll encourage you
To speed, to drive recklessly, and you’ll want to go along with them
To fit in with them.

But don’t fear them and what they say or what they will do.

Fear me, and what /’ll do to you if you drive recklessly.

Would a father talk this way because he doesn’t love his son?

Of course not.

And if a son fears his father more than his friends is that a bad thing?
No, on the contrary, it is a good thing

And entirely keeping with the 4t commandment.

And it’s not as if Jesus wants his disciples simply to be afraid of God.
Listen to what he goes on to say:

Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground unperceived by your
Father. And even the hairs of your head are all counted. So do not be afraid; you are of more value than
many sparrows.

Don’t be afraid:

When you look to God, put fear away

God, who knows even the sparrows

So that not one falls apart from him

He knows us; he knows us better than we know ourselves,

And his loves us more than we can imagine.

It’s into this context that Jesus then speaks these words: ‘Everyone therefore who acknowledges me
before others, | also will acknowledge before my Father in heaven; but whoever denies me before
others, | also will deny before my Father in heaven.

Because human beings aren’t the final court of appeal

Because it is God who speaks the true word of judgement about us

And because this God knows us and loves us

Jesus then assures us that everyone who acknowledges him: Jesus,

Who confesses him; who says that they know him

Everyone who does this will also be acknowledged by Jesus



Before the Father
They will be declared righteous; innocent; free
By the one whose word carries true power and authority.

If we left it here we could say, well, what this text means is simple:
We should admit that we know Jesus and not be ashamed of it

Even when we are with people who oppose him and what he teaches;
And we should be confident that when we do this

That we will be found innocent in the court where God presides.

But let’s pause here and think about what actually happens in the Gospel.
Do the twelve disciples, the people to whom Jesus first gives this teaching,
Do any of them actually keep his teaching?

Well, consider St Peter, the first of the twelve.

On the night when Jesus is betrayed does St Peter confess him?
Acknowledge that he knows him? That he trusts him?

No, on the contrary, he denies Jesus — the exact word in today’s reading.
And he even does this with an oath...

If that is the case for St Peter, hand picked by Christ
For St Peter who lived with Jesus, who witnessed his miracles
Then what hope is there for us?

St Peter had to learn in humility that his ability to confess Christ
Come not from his own strength of commitment or act of the will
But the gracious goodness of God.

This is how it is for us:

Our faith is not in faith, it is in Christ Jesus.

Our freedom to live by faith comes not from our commitment
But from God’s Spirit-filled word.

Our confidence to acknowledge Christ in the face of those
Who oppose him and his teaching

Can only come as God grows us and matures us

To be people who find our hope not in what we can do for God
But in what God has done for us in Christ Jesus.

Today we are celebrating the commemoration of the presentation
Of the Augsburg Confession.

You probably already know that we confess different creeds
Different statements of faith in the Lutheran church.

So, here at Bethlehem we confess the three ecumenical creeds:
The Nicene Creed, the Apostles’ Creed, and, less often,

That Athanasian Creed.

Well, the Augsburg Confession is the creed that is peculiar

To the Lutheran Church.

It as written in 1530 not by Luther, but by a lay theologian
Named Philip Melanchthon.

And at the heart of this creed is a confession
About Justification by Faith
About how we are declared innocent by God



In the true and great court of judgement.

Listen to what we as a church confess: Our churches teach that people cannot be justified before God by
their own strength, merits, or works. People are freely justified for Christ’s sake, through faith, when
they believe that they are received into favour and that their sins are forgiven for Christ’s sake. By His
death, Christ made satisfaction for our sins. God counts this faith for righteousness in His sight (Romans 3
and 4).

Did you notice that the focus of this article is not in fact on faith

But on the object of our faith: Christ.

We are acknowledging that it is for his sake -

Because of who he is and what he has done for us -

Because he has made satisfaction for our sins -

That we are put right with God.

As we trust in Christ, in what he has done for us

We move into spiritual reality: into reality full stop.

We find out who God truly is

And who we truly are.

We find that there is a word that is like a rock to stand on,

That gives us true status, lasting peace, and approval

That no simply human community can give,

And that this Word is Christ Jesus

The one who, on the cross, made satisfaction for our sins,

Who is not ashamed to call us brothers and sisters,

And who, even now, intercedes at the right hand of the Father for us.

So let us receive his word,

Live in the humility of knowing that all we have comes from God,
And confess Jesus before others,

As he will confesses us before the Father.

My God give us his Holy Spirit

So that we live in this confession of faith

And die in the true comfort and hope that only Christ Jesus can give.
In his name. Amen.



