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SERVICE WITHOUT COMMUNION: Easter 7, Year A - May 24, 2020  
 
Christ is risen!  
He is risen indeed! 
In the name of the Father and of the Son † and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  
 
HYMN – LHS 426 What a friend we have in Jesus 
 

1. What a friend we have in Jesus, 
All our sins and griefs to bear! 
What a privilege to carry 
Everything to God in prayer! 
O what peace we often forfeit, 
O what needless pain we bear, 
All because we do not carry 
Everything to God in prayer. 
 

2. Have we trials and temptations? 
Is there trouble anywhere? 
We should never be discouraged; 
Take it to the Lord in prayer. 
Can we find a friend so faithful, 
Who will all our sorrows share? 
Jesus knows our every weakness; 
Take it to the Lord in prayer. 
 

3. Are we weak and heavy-laden, 
Cumbered with a load of care? 
Precious Saviour, still our refuge! 
Take it to the Lord in prayer. 
Do thy friends despise, forsake thee? 
Take it to the Lord in prayer; 
In His arms He’ll take and shield thee, 
Thou wilt find a solace there. 
 

Joseph Scriven (1820-1886) 
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CONFESSION AND DECLARATION OF GRACE 
 
Friends in Christ: Let us confess our sins to God our Father and ask him in the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us.  
 
Lord God, our heavenly Father, I am a sinner and I have sinned against you, 

not only in my words and actions, but also in my secret thoughts and desires 

which I cannot fully know or understand, but which you know completely. I 

am sorry that I have displeased you, and repent of the evil I have done. For the 

sake of your dear Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, have mercy on me, forgive my 

sins, and graciously help me in my weakness. Amen. 

 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy on us, and has given  
his only Son to die for us, and for his sake forgives us all our sins. To  
those who believe in his name he has given the right to become children  
of God, and has given them his Holy Spirit. Whoever believes and is  
baptised will be saved. Grant this, Lord, to us all.  
Amen.  
 
PSALM 68:1-10, 32-35 
 

Let God rise up, let his enemies be scattered; 
Let those who hate him flee before him.  
As smoke is driven away, so drive them away; 
as wax melts before the firs, let the wicked perish before God. 
But let the righteous be joyful; let them exult before God; 
Let them be jubilant with joy. 
Sing to God, sing praises to his name; lift up a song to him who rides upon the 
clouds - 
his name is the LORD - be exultant before him.  
Father of orphans and protector of widows 
is God in his holy habitation.   
God gives the desolate a home to live in; he leads out the prisoners to 
prosperity, 
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but the rebellious live in a parched land.  
O God, when you went out before your people,  
when you marched through the wilderness, 
the earth quaked, the heavens poured down rain at the presence of God, 
the God of Sinai, at the presence of God, the God of Israel. 
Rain in abundance, O God, you showered abroad; 
you restored your heritage when it languished;  
your flock found a dwelling in it; 
in your goodness, O God, you provided for the needy. 
Sing to God, O kingdoms of the earth; 
sing praises to the Lord, 
O rider in the heavens, the ancient heavens; 
listen, he sends out his voice, his mighty voice.  
Ascribe power to God, whose majesty is over Israel; 
and whose power is in the skies. 
Awesome is God in his sanctuary, the God of Israel; 
he gives power and strength to his people. Blessed be God! 
Glory to the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  
As it was in the beginning is now, and shall be forevermore, Amen.  
 
LORD, HAVE MERCY  
 
Lord have mercy, Lord have mercy, hear our prayer and save us.  

Christ have mercy, Christ have mercy, hear our prayer and help us. 
Lord have mercy, Lord have mercy, hear our prayer and bless us.  

 
GLORY TO GOD 
 
Sing Glory to God, Sing Glory on high,  
With the angels who praise him in heaven!  
Sing peace here on earth, God’s peace and good will,  
That he grants in his grace to all people.  
 

 



4 

 

4 

 

We praise and adore, we thank and we bless,  
We give glory to you for your glory. 
Our Lord and our God, our heavenly King,  
Our almighty most wonderful Father.  
 

O Lord Jesus Christ, the only true Son,  
Of the Father almighty in heaven.  
The lamb that now takes, the sin of the world,  
Look with favour on us and receive us.  
 

You sit at God’s side, and plead with us now,  
As you reign with the Father in glory.  
Have mercy on us, and grant us your peace,  
As we pray for ourselves and all people.  
 

You only are Lord, you only O Christ,  
Are most holy with justice and mercy! 
For you are most high, in glory one God,  
With the Father and Spirit. Amen, Amen, Amen.  
 

Simon Schmidt (2013). Used with permission.   

 
GREETING AND PRAYER OF THE DAY (COLLECT)  
 

The Lord be with you.  
And also with you.  
Let us pray.  
Almighty and eternal God, grant that we may always have a will devoted to you, 
and serve you as our king with a pure heart; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 
Amen. 
 
FIRST READING  
Hear the Word of the Lord as it is written in the book of Acts chapter 1, 
beginning at verse 6. 
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So when they had come together, they asked him, ‘Lord, is this the time when 
you will restore the kingdom to Israel?’ He replied, ‘It is not for you to know the 
times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. But you will 
receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the 
earth.’ When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a 
cloud took him out of their sight. While he was going and they were gazing up 
towards heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. They said, 
‘Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up towards heaven? This Jesus, who 
has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw 
him go into heaven.’ 

Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near 
Jerusalem, a sabbath day’s journey away. When they had entered the city, they 
went to the room upstairs where they were staying, Peter, and John, and James, 
and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of 
Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. All these were 
constantly devoting themselves to prayer, together with certain women, 
including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers. 

After the reading:  
This is the word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God.  
 
SECOND READING  

Hear the Word of the Lord as it is written in the first letter of Peter, chapters 4 
and 5, reading selected verses.   

Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place among you 
to test you, as though something strange were happening to you. But rejoice in 
so far as you are sharing Christ’s sufferings, so that you may also be glad and 
shout for joy when his glory is revealed. If you are reviled for the name of Christ, 
you are blessed, because the spirit of glory, which is the Spirit of God, is resting 
on you. 
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Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, so that he may 
exalt you in due time. Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for 
you. Discipline yourselves; keep alert. Like a roaring lion your adversary the devil 
prowls around, looking for someone to devour. Resist him, steadfast in your 
faith, for you know that your brothers and sisters throughout the world are 
undergoing the same kinds of suffering. And after you have suffered for a little 
while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will 
himself restore, support, strengthen, and establish you. To him be the power for 
ever and ever. Amen. 

After the reading:  
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  
 
GOSPEL  
Hear the Gospel of the Lord as it is written in the Gospel according to John, 
chapter 17, beginning at verse 1. 

After Jesus had spoken these words, he looked up to heaven and said, ‘Father, 
the hour has come; glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify you, since you 
have given him authority over all people, to give eternal life to all whom you 
have given him. And this is eternal life, that they may know you, the only true 
God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. I glorified you on earth by finishing 
the work that you gave me to do. So now, Father, glorify me in your own 
presence with the glory that I had in your presence before the world existed. 

‘I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. 
They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. Now 
they know that everything you have given me is from you; for the words that 
you gave to me I have given to them, and they have received them and know in 
truth that I came from you; and they have believed that you sent me. I am 
asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of 
those whom you gave me, because they are yours. All mine are yours, and yours 
are mine; and I have been glorified in them. And now I am no longer in the 
world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect 
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them in your name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are 
one. 

After the reading:  
This is the gospel of the Lord.  
Praise be to you, O Christ.  
 
CHILDREN’S ADDRESS 
 
SONG – O Church Arise 
 
O church, arise and put your armor on; 
Hear the call of Christ our captain; 
For now the weak can say that they are strong 
In the strength that God has given. 
With shield of faith and belt of truth 
We'll stand against the devil's lies; 
An army bold whose battle cry is "Love!" 
Reaching out to those in darkness. 
 
Our call to war, to love the captive soul, 
But to rage against the captor; 
And with the sword that makes the wounded whole 
We will fight with faith and valor. 
When faced with trials on ev'ry side, 
We know the outcome is secure, 
And Christ will have the prize for which He died— 
An inheritance of nations. 
 
Come, see the cross where love and mercy meet, 
As the Son of God is stricken; 
Then see His foes lie crushed beneath His feet, 
For the Conqueror has risen! 
And as the stone is rolled away, 
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And Christ emerges from the grave, 
This vict'ry march continues till the day 
Ev'ry eye and heart shall see Him. 
 
So Spirit, come, put strength in ev'ry stride, 
Give grace for ev'ry hurdle, 
That we may run with faith to win the prize 
Of a servant good and faithful. 
As saints of old still line the way, 
Retelling triumphs of His grace, 
We hear their calls and hunger for the day 
When, with Christ, we stand in glory.  

Keith & Kristyn Getty 

 
 
SERMON  
  
CREED  
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus 
Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 
the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and 
buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven, and sits at the right hand of God, the Father 
almighty, from thence he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe 
in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic* church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen 
*or: Christian; 'catholic' here means 'universal' 
SONG – AT 615 In Christ alone  
 
In Christ alone my hope is found, 
He is my light, my strength, my song 
This Cornerstone, this solid Ground 
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Firm through the fiercest drought and storm. 
What heights of love, what depths of peace 
When fears are stilled, when strivings cease 
My Comforter, my All in All 
Here in the love of Christ I stand. 

In Christ alone! - who took on flesh, 
Fullness of God in helpless babe. 
This gift of love and righteousness, 
Scorned by the ones He came to save 
Till on that cross as Jesus died, 
The wrath of God was satisfied 
For every sin on Him was laid 
Here in the death of Christ I live. 

No guilt in life, no fear in death, 
This is the power of Christ in me; 
From life’s first cry to final breath, 
Jesus commands my destiny. 
No power of hell, no scheme of man, 
Can ever pluck me from His hand: 
Till He returns or calls me home, 
Here in the power of Christ I’ll stand. 

Stuart Townend & Keith Getty Copyright © 2001 Thankyou Music  
 
OFFERTORY – AT 269 
 
Create in us a clean heart, O God. 
Renew within us a right spirit. 
Cast us not away from your presence, O Lord. 
and take not your Holy Spirit from us. 
Restore to us fullness of joy, 
the joy that springs from your salvation. 
Lighten our minds, shelter our lives 
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with your Spirit free. 
  
Based on Psalm 51:10-12, AT 269  Used with permission 
 

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  
 

Lord, You have promised not to abandon Your people but to be with us always. 
Grant us grace to hear Your Word with faith, and to keep what we hear and 
receive upon our lips as we live holy lives. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Lord, You have delivered the saints from the fiery trial and raised up the martyr 
from the darkness of death to everlasting life. Give us courage, that we may give 
bold witness to the truth in our own day and proclaim Jesus Christ to the ends 
of the earth. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Lord, You have pledged to us Your Spirit and promised to provide Your Church 
with laborer’s for the harvest. Raise up those who will serve Your Church in 
generations to come, that we may never be without the help of those to serve 
us in Your name. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Lord, You have power over all things and appoint an order on earth for the 
protection of the weak, the punishment of evildoers and the encouragement of 
virtue. Bless Scott Morrison, our prime minister; Steven Marhall our premier; 
and all who make, administer and judge our laws. Give them wisdom for the 
challenges of our times, and preserve them from self-serving concerns. Lord, in 
Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Lord, You have compassion upon all who suffer. Give grace to the sick, to those 
with mental illness, to the dying in their last hours and to those who grieve. 
Hear us especially for those we name in our hearts before You.... Grant them 
patience in their afflictions, and deliver them according to Your gracious will. 
Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Lord, You have daily and richly supplied us with all things for this body and life. 
Give us grateful hearts, that we may receive Your gifts with thanksgiving and 
bring to You our tithes and offerings. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
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Lord, we rejoice in the Savior’s promise to guard the people who wear Your 
name by Baptism and faith. Until we are with You in Your presence 
forevermore, guard us against the devil who prowls about like a roaring lion, 
seeking those whom he might devour. Grant us the power to resist him and 
trust in You without fear; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER  
 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 
be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours  
now and forever. Amen. 
 
BLESSING  
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you  
and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favour,† and give  
you peace.  
Amen.  
 

SONG – AT 185 Jesus Son of God and man 

1. Ever-present need in trouble,  
Everlasting love, abound, 
Ever-loving Lord almighty: 
Jesus, Son of God and man.  
 

2. Times of doubt and times of anger 
Twist our minds and taunt our souls;  
In temptation we remember: 
Jesus, Son of God and man. 
  

3. Send the storm and send the tempest,  
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Send the winds of wrath and scorn,  
He will be our rock and refuge: 
Jesus, Son of God and man.  
 

4. Praise the God of grace and mercy,  
Praise the Son and Holy Ghost; 
Shout continual adoration: 
Jesus, Son of God and man.  
          Rod Boucher  


