
Prayer of the Church - Sunday 20th December - Fourth Sunday in Advent Year B 
 
Almighty and eternal God, we thank you for the many blessings you have given us, 
although we have not deserved them. Especially we thank you for your saving word 
and the holy sacraments. Keep the teaching of the gospel pure in your church 
throughout the world, and give us faithful pastors to preach your word with boldness 
and power. Help your church to invest its time and resources in building the true 
temple- your people. Send out labourers into your harvest and bring to faith those who 
do not yet know you. Have mercy on the enemies of your church, so that they may 
repent and live. Protect your church in all trouble, and defend it against all danger. Lord 
in your mercy: Hear our prayer. 
 
Please give your blessing to Jeff Silcock, as he celebrates the 40th anniversary of his 
ordination to the office of the public ministry; and give the word that he has proclaimed 
fruitfulness that comes from your Spirit. Lord in your mercy: Hear our prayer. 
 
Show your mercy to all the nations of the world. Bless our land and the people who 
live in it. Help those in government and positions of responsibility to maintain honesty 
and truth, justice and peace. Give teachers and students refreshment in this holiday 
time, and grow in them a love for truth and wisdom. Lord in your mercy: Hear our 
prayer. 
 
Watch over and protect all expecting mothers and fathers. Comfort those parents who 
have lost children and those couples who want a child but have not been able to have 
one. Bless the work of adoption agencies and orphanages who care for children 
without parents and help them find loving homes. Lord in your mercy: Hear our prayer. 
 
Graciously protect us from war and disease, famine, political instability and natural 
disasters. Watch over those who travel, especially those visiting family and friends at 
this time. Support all people in their proper vocation, and help all those who are 
unemployed. Bless our arts and culture, our science and technology. Help those who 
are sick and in need, and comfort those who are grieving, lonely, or in trouble. We pray 
for Elmore Leske, Betty Mattiske, the family of John Wilksch, and those we name in our 
herats. Lord in your mercy: Hear our prayer. 
 
Just as Mary heard your word, trusted you, and bore the fruit of your Spirit, lead us to 
hear your word and trust you, so that we may live fruitful lives, filled with the joy of 
your Holy Spirit. We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 


