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It’s a common experience that as human beings  
We have the need to belong: 
We have the need to be part of something bigger than ourselves 
If we are to find meaning in our lives. 
 
In history we human beings have found this need for belonging met 
As we have lived as members of a family, or a tribe, or a nation; 
Or perhaps of a class in in the social hierarchy, 
Or even perhaps of a gender identity. 
These things can indeed bind us together: 
They can give us a sense of belonging, and a sense of purpose. 
 
But part of the reality of belonging to different groups 
Is that although they bind us, they also blind us: 
They make us unable to see the aspirations, the needs, 
Or even the humanity of those who belong to different groups. 
 
So without being taught  
We naturally think of our group as being in the right 
In any situation of conflict: 
We naturally side with our family, our tribe, our nation against others, 
Or we side with our class or our gender against others, 
And we find ourselves in situations of irresolvable conflict. 
 
What’s more, there is plenty of evidence 
That religion is part of this same problematic reality: 
That if we find our primary identity in our religion 
Then that can bind and blind us as well, 
And lead us into conflict, and even bloody conflict. 
 
But today I’m proclaiming good news from God’s word, 
And that is that we find our unity in Christ 
Not as a tribal bond of us against them –  



Of our goodness verses their badness – 
Rather we find our unity in our recognition of our own sinfulness, 
And of our common human need 
For mercy, forgiveness, and peace from God, 
For the mercy, forgiveness, and peace that comes in Jesus’ word to us, 
As he tells us not to be afraid, 
And as he frees us to leave everything behind 
And follow him. 
 
Let’s listen to how today’s reading begins: Once while Jesus was 
standing beside the lake of Gennesaret, and the crowd was pressing 
in on him to hear the word of God, he saw two boats there at the 
shore of the lake; the fishermen had gone out of them and were 
washing their nets. 
OK, this narrative is set near and on the lake of Gennesaret. 
Just so you know the lake of Gennesaret is the same thing 
As the see of Galilee or the Sea of Tiberias  - 
I suppose like for us Uluru is also known as Ayer’s Rock. 
So this narrative is set up north in Jesus stomping ground. 
 
Jesus has in fact already begun his ministry: 
He has taught in the synagogue, 
He has cast out demons, 
He has healed Simon’s mother in law, 
He has preached to the crowds. 
Now here he is, with the crowds, in their place of work, 
And, as we will find out, in the place of frustrated work. 
 
Here’s how the narrative goes on: [Jesus] got into one of the boats, 
the one belonging to Simon, and asked him to put out a little way 
from the shore. Then he sat down and taught the crowds from the 
boat. 
Now it’s good to get a literal picture of what is happening here: 
That Jesus is in a boat teaching the crowds on the shore. 
It’s also good, it seems to me, to be sensitive to the symbolism: 



We know in the Scriptures that the sea represents 
Instability and the forces of chaos: 
We will hear in the Gospel 
That Jesus quietens the wind and waves by his voice, 
And that he has the authority to walk on water, 
To walk on the forces of instability and chaos. 
 
Jesus, the text says, got into Simon’s boat. 
Simon has already made an appearance in the Gospel: 
Jesus has gone to his house and healed his mother in law. 
Of course we also know Simon as Peter, 
And it’s good for us to remember that ‘Simon’ was his name, 
But that ‘Peter’ was a cross between nickname and title 
That Jesus gave Simon, 
And that the name ‘Peter’ means something like ‘Rocky’. 
 
Well, we are about to hear how Jesus moves Simon 
From being one of the crowd, 
To being his disciple, to being his student: When [Jesus] had finished 
speaking, he said to Simon, ‘Put out into the deep water and let down 
your nets for a catch.’ Simon answered, ‘Master, we have worked all 
night long but have caught nothing. Yet if you say so, I will let down 
the nets.’ 
Simon had had a frustrating night of work 
A lot of effort for no reward – this is part of the human experience. 
But at Jesus’ word Simon determines to act. 
Notice, by the way, that Simon calls Jesus ‘Master’. 
This word translated ‘Master’ is epistata in Greek, 
And if you pay attention in the Gospel you will notice 
That it is used by people who are respectful toward Jesus 
But don’t recognise who he is. 
When they do, they call him, ‘Lord’, ‘kyrios’ in Greek, 
As we will find later in this narrative. 
 
So, when Simon, from a situation of frustrated work, 



Acts in response to Jesus’ word, what happens? 
The narrative goes on: When they had done this, they caught so many 
fish that their nets were beginning to break. So they signalled to their 
partners in the other boat to come and help them. And they came 
and filled both boats, so that they began to sink. 
From frustration to abundance, as Jesus’ word is acted on in trust. 
 
The narrative includes the detail about the two boats, 
And again it’s worth thinking about the possible symbolism at work. 
Luther has the opinion that the two boats that shared in the catch, 
Symbolise the proclamation of the Gospel to Jews and Gentiles. 
It’s perhaps not as fanciful as it might at first sound, 
Because a prominent theme of the Gospel 
Is that the Good News is for both for Jews and Gentiles, 
And Luther, in reading the two boats as symbolic of this, 
Was following in the footsteps of Biblical interpreters 
From the early church onwards. 
 
But whatever we make of the possibilities of symbolism, 
What happens next is striking and significant: But when Simon Peter 
saw it, he fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying, ‘Go away from me, Lord, 
for I am a sinful man!’ For he and all who were with him were amazed 
at the catch of fish that they had taken; and so also were James and 
John, sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. 
OK, notice here how ‘Simon’ is now called ‘Simon Peter’: 
His name and title are drawn together. 
Notice also that this happens as he confesses his sinfulness 
In a posture of humility and reverence before Jesus: 
St Peter’s status as disciple of Jesus is not going to come 
From his own goodness, or justice, or rightness. 
It’s going to come from Jesus’ word. 
 
Let’s pause here and think about this. 
At the heart of true discipleship, 
At the heart of what brings true belonging and unity with God 



And with the whole human community 
Is not the assertion of our own goodness: 
The goodness of our own tribe, or nation, or class, or gender. 
Or, we could add, of our religious affiliation. 
At the heart of true discipleship is the admission of our sinfulness, 
Of our need for mercy and help from God. 
This is what truly binds us together with all human beings, 
Whatever their tribe or class or gender: 
All have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God: 
If we are to find justice and rightness, 
It can only come as a gift from God. 
 
And notice how when we gather together as God’s people 
We regularly start not with a proclamation of how good we are in 
comparison with others  
Rather we start with an acknowledgment of our own sinfulness.  
This is reality, a confession of our reality, of our common humanity 
And the mercy and peace that comes in God made flesh, the human 
being Jesus Christ.  
Now the fact that it’s through our confession of sins the gift of 
discipleship is given to us is shown as the narrative goes on.  
 
And this, in fact, is what happens in the narrative: Then Jesus said to 
Simon, ‘Do not be afraid; from now on you will be catching people.’  
Jesus doesn’t argue with Simon Peter, 
He doesn’t say, ‘You’re not such a bad bloke, 
Stop being so melodramatic.’ 
No, he says, ‘Don’t be afraid’. 
Simon is a sinner, it’s true. 
We are sinners, and we are beggars before God, it’s true. 
But God does not want us to be afraid of him: 
Jesus, from the beginning of his ministry, 
Is on the way to the cross, to buy back people from slavery to sin, 
To redeem us from sin, 
So that we can speak the truth about ourselves and God, 



So that we can live at peace with ourselves, each other, and God. 
 
It’s because Jesus spoke a word of peace 
That Simon, James, and John could be with Jesus, 
Could follow where he led. 
The narrative ends this way: When they had brought their boats to 
shore, they left everything and followed him. 
One way to think about this is that Simon, James, and John, 
Are now students of Jesus, his disciples, 
And just a students these days regularly leave home, 
Leave friendships, leave the familiar people and places, 
To go any study at university or as apprentices in a new community, 
So Simon and James and John leave all this behind 
To be with Jesus, and to follow him where he leads. 
 
But something deeper is going on as well. 
As Christian people we know that we are called into discipleship, 
That we are called to be students of Jesus as we are baptised 
And as we are taught to keep everything he has commanded us. 
It’s through this call that we are freed to leave behind everything 
That can seem so important in establishing our identity, 
And to find our true belonging in the mercy, forgiveness, and peace 
That comes to us in Christ Jesus. 
This is how St Paul puts it: As many of you as were baptized into Christ 
have clothed yourselves with Christ. There is no longer Jew or Greek, 
there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female; 
for all of you are one in Christ Jesus. Galatians 3 
 
Of course our ethnicity or class or gender 
Are important part of who we are, 
And it’s good for us to be thankful to God to how he has created us, 
And for the families and tribes and nations that we are part of. 
But God frees us from seeing these real distinctions 
As flags for sides in a conflict: We have a common humanity 
Revealed in our common need to mercy and forgiveness and peace 



From God, 
And rather than look out for the failings of others , 
And to enter into conflict with them as if they are the enemy, 
We are free to acknowledge our own sin, 
To receive the words ‘Do not be afraid’ from our Lord, 
And, since we have ben adopted in God’s family 
Through baptism into Christ, to live as peacemakers in our world. 
 
May God grant us the grace to live this peacemaking life of faith 
In Jesus’ name. Amen. 


