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Sometimes things become relevant and meaningful to us, 
Even if we want reality to be otherwise. 
 
In January of 2020 I was holidaying in Perth, 
Staying with my Aunty and Uncle. 
I remember seeing the first news stories 
About the outbreak of a virus in China. 
It was news, with regular updates, taking up more of the airtime. 
I didn’t think much about it at first, 
It didn’t seem to have much to do with me 
As I enjoyed my summer holidays, 
But we all know how things developed as the year progressed: 
Before we knew it there was a pandemic, we went into lockdown, 
And the end is still not in sight. 
What I found at first  irrelevant to me in January 2020  
Became rapidly relevant with the progress of the disease, 
So that in the end I, and all of us, 
Had to conform our lives at least to some extent 
To the bigger reality of the spread of the virus. 
So, there are things that impinge on our take on reality, 
That change our lives whether we like it or not, 
And that transform the world that we live in. 
 
Today I’m proclaiming news from Romans: 
Not bad news of plague and sickness and lockdown, 
But the Good News that God has acted in way 
That breaks through what we find relevant 
To bring us into a reality that includes not only each one of us, 
But the generations past and the ones to come, 
God has acted to give us what is lastingly true and real and beautiful: 
Jesus Christ, the descendant of David, 
The one who had Joseph as his adoptive father 
And Mary as his mother, 
He is the one who is risen from the dead, 
And who gives us his Holy Spirit so that we, 



Gentile by birth, can live as the faithfully obedient people 
Of the one true God, and so share in the life of God. 
 
Let’s listen to how St Paul begins his letter to the Romans: Paul, a 
servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of 
God, 
Note how St Paul first of all talks about himself as a servant of God, 
That is, as someone who does his master’s will, rather than his own. 
But for St Paul this is not a negative, 
Or a restriction of his freedom as a human being, 
Rather, he has received a high calling, not from a tyrant, 
Or even from another good, but fallible, human being. 
But from God, a calling that he didn’t choose, but that was given to him: 
The calling to be an apostle: some sent by Lord 
To act as his herald, and more than this, his ambassador. 
 
St Paul says that he is set apart for the gospel of God. 
We can sometimes think that the gospel means 
The first four books of the New Testament 
But the word that we translate as ‘gospel’ is, in Greek,  
Euangelion – our word ‘evangelical’ comes form this. 
Listen to this note by a commentator on what the word meant 
In the context of St Paul’s world: In the ancient world, a euangelion 
[gospel] was the announcement of a world-changing event, often a 
spectacular military triumph or the accession of a new ruler -the kind of 
screaming headline that would get wall-to-wall coverage in today’s 
media. 
The gospel, in other words, is a great announcement, 
That has a relevance to our lives whether we pay attention to it 
Or ignore it. 
 
Now listen to how St Paul goes on to speak about this gospel, 
About this world-changing event that God has done: 
[The gospel] which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the 
holy scriptures, the gospel concerning his Son, who was descended from 
David according to the flesh 
This great announcement has a specific content: 



It’s first of all about what God has already promised. 
St Paul talks about the holy scriptures, 
What we would call the Old Testament. 
He says that the holy scriptures give the promise of God 
That has now come fruition in his son, 
A human being, born from David’s line. 
This is the promise we hear that God made to David 
As it is recorded in 2 Samuel 7: When your days are fulfilled and you lie 
down with your ancestors, I will raise up your offspring after you, who 
shall come forth from your body, and I will establish his kingdom. He shall 
build a house for my name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom 
for ever. 
This messianic promise, St Paul is saying, 
God has fulfilled in the birth of a specific human being. 
 
But St Paul’s great announcement is not just 
That God has fulfilled his promise of the king to come, 
But that this king’s reign is not circumscribed by death. 
Listen to what St Paul writes: [This man] was declared to be Son of God 
with power according to the spirit of holiness by resurrection from the 
dead, 
In our world when kings die, their reign is over,  
Somebody else sits on the throne. 
But this man, St Paul is saying, was and is the one king 
Who was enthroned not ultimately in life, but in death: 
It was in his resurrection that this Son of David 
Was revealed to be the Son of God. 
 
It as at this point that St Paul now names who he is talking about: 
Jesus Christ our Lord, 
Jesus – the name given to the baby born to Mary and Joseph. 
The name which means ‘The Lord Saves’. 
And Christ – not a name, but a title, 
The Messiah, the anointed one, 
The one through whom God’s gracious will is done. 
 
St Paul then goes on to share with the Roman Christians 



What his own task is as a servant and apostle of the Lord: through whom 
we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of 
faith among all the Gentiles for the sake of his name, including yourselves 
who are called to belong to Jesus Christ, 
St Paul and his fellow apostles have received the calling 
And the favour of God to bring people 
To a trusting and so an obedient life with the one who sent them, 
And that this obedience of faith  
Is not only for the people descended from Abraham. 
But is for people from all nations, is for us. 
 
Paul then uses his apostolic authority, 
He puts his calling of service to work 
By blessing in Jesus’ name to the people to whom he writes: To all God’s 
beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints: Grace to you and peace 
from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
The message of the gospel,  
The message that has power to change the world, 
And that has a relevance to our lives whether we perceive it or not, 
Is that in Christ Jesus, the son of David, the son of Mary, 
The Son of God, we have the gifts of grace and peace from God, 
Gifts that death cannot destroy, 
Because the one who gives them lives. 
 
Christmas is almost upon us, 
And as Christians we celebrate the Good News, 
The great announcement first proclaimed by the angels to the Shepherds, 
And proclaimed by St Paul and the apostles, 
That God has acted in our world to bring us peace for our anxiety, 
Forgiveness for our sin, life for death. 
Since God has acted this way, 
And since we have this message given to us, 
Let’s place our trust in the one who brings us life, Jesus Christ our Lord, 
Who lives and reigns with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 
One God, now and forever. Amen. 
 


