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Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved. 
These are words from the prophet Joel 
That we hear quoted both by St Peter and St Paul  
In the New Testament, 
Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved: 
Not those who are morally superior, 
Or blessed with good health or wealth, 
Or who go along with how people tell them to behave, 
Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved. 
 
Today we are going to hear a narrative from the Gospel 
That shows us in story form what this verse looks like, 
I’ll be proclaiming the good news that Jesus Christ, 
Who walked the way of the cross for us, 
Who conquered death and the grave for us, 
And who lives to intercede for us, 
Is the one who saves us from all that would destroy us. 
His salvation is for all: call on him, and he will save you. 
 
Listen to how the narrative begins: 
They came to Jericho. As he and his disciples and a large crowd were leaving Jericho, Bartimaeus 
son of Timaeus, a blind beggar, was sitting by the roadside. 
So inn this story is Jesus, his disciples, and a decent sized crowd, 
Who are evidently travelling to Jerusalem for the Passover festival. 
In fact the very next thing that happens in the Gospel 
Is Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem 
Marking what we would call the beginning of Holy Week. 
 
We hear that there is a man named Bartimaeus. 
Bartimaeus is the only person who receives healing in Mark’s Gospel 
Who is named – names are important in this story. 
Bartimaeus is blind, and he is a beggar 
He has nothing to give anyone – to live he must receive. 
And he is sitting by the roadside. 
Literally, he is sitting beside the way. 
A couple of weeks ago I made a big deal 
About the use of the word ‘way’ in Mark’s Gospel. 
The ‘Way’ is not just any old road 
It’s the path that Jesus is taking to Jerusalem 
To suffer, to die, and to rise on the third day, 
It’s the way of giving his life as a ransom for many. 
 
Note, by the way, that in the previous three chapters 
Jesus has, three times, predicted his suffering, death, and resurrection. 
Note also, that just before his first passion prediction 
Jesus heals another blind man: 



A strange healing that takes time to come into effect. 
Evidently Mark is getting us to understand that in 
Following Jesus as the one who suffers dies, and rises for us, 
We are on the way of healing from spiritual blindness. 
 
Bartimaeus, who is at this stage sitting beside the way that Jesus is on, 
Who is stuck in a way of life outside of Jesus’ redemptive path, 
Is about to receive the sight and salvation 
And to be called follow Jesus in his way. 
 
When [Bartimaeus] heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to shout out and say, ‘Jesus, 
Son of David, have mercy on me!’ 
Bartimaeus hears that Jesus is near, 
And so makes use of Jesus’ name by calling out. 
 
We know what it is to have people call out our name 
It gets our attention whether we like it or not. 
Bartimaeus also calls out to Jesus as the ‘Son of David’ 
As the inheritor of the promise made to that great king 
That the throne of his kingdom shall be established forever (2 Sam. 7): 
 
Bartimaeus is calling out to Jesus as the Messiah. 
Of course, his calling out does not go down well with many. 
Many sternly ordered him to be quiet, but he cried out even more loudly, ‘Son of David, have 
mercy on me!’ 
Why do you think that many sternly ordered him to be quiet? 
The text doesn’t say: we have to think about it: 
Because he was distracting Jesus from his goal? 
Because he should have known his place as a blind beggar, 
And not bothered an important man? 
Because he was pest with his shouting? 
Well, what we know is that Jesus is on his way to Jerusalem, 
Where he will suffer, die, and be raised, that is the path he is on. 
But now someone is calling out his name. 
 
We also know that everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved. 
What will happen? 
 
Jesus stood still and said, ‘Call him here.’ 
Jesus, who is on his way to Jerusalem, stands still. 
Jesus stops on his way, and commands those who are following 
To call on the man. 
 
Now presumably Jesus himself could have called to Bartimaeus, 
In fact, Jesus himself could have gone to Bartimaeus, 
Who, after all, was blind, 
And who was not able to find the way to Jesus. 
But it seems that Jesus wants to involve both the people, 



Presumably the same people who had been rebuking Bartimaeus, 
And Bartimaeus in what is about to happen. 
 
So the people now change their tone completely 
And move from being those who would block the way to Jesus 
To those who become agents for opening the path: 
They called the blind man, saying to him, ‘Take heart; get up, he is calling you.’ 
There is something to think about here: 
Sometimes the same people who have shared Jesus’ word with us, 
Have been people who have also been blocking the way. 
Sometimes we have been those people. 
But we can know that when we hand on Jesus’ word 
Rather than our own opinions, then God’s work is done. 
 
Now St Mark adds a curious detail in what happens next: 
So throwing off his cloak, he sprang up and came to Jesus. 
What do you think is going on with Bartimaeus 
In throwing off his cloak? 
Again, the text doesn’t say, but it’s worth thinking about: 
Unlike the rich man, Bartimaeus leaves all he has to come to Jesus; 
Bartimaeus comes to Jesus hiding nothing, and with nothing to offer; 
Bartimaeus throws off his cloak because in coming to Jesus 
He knows that what belongs to his old way of life will be useless, 
And that he will be clothed in a new and better way by Christ. 
These are all possibilities. 
What we know is what Jesus then asks: 
 
Then Jesus said to him, ‘What do you want me to do for you?’ 
Now this is the same question that Jesus had asked James and John 
When they came to him wanting to rule with him in his glory. 
The same question, but a very different answer: 
The blind man said to him, ‘My teacher, let me see again.’ 
Note how Bartimaeus is here called ‘the blind man’: 
He comes to Jesus in his need, with nothing to offer, 
And he asks for that gift which only the true Son of David, 
The true Messiah can give: sight to the blind.  
 
Let’s remember: Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved. 
 
Jesus said to him, ‘Go; your faith has made you well.’ Immediately he regained his sight and 
followed him on the way. 
‘Your faith has made you well’ is a fine translation 
But more literally the text translates: your faith has saved you. 
 
Bartimaeus the blind, Bartimaeus the beggar, 
Bartimaeus the one who was sitting beside the path that Jesus was on, 
Bartimaeus who had nothing to offer, and everything to receive, 
This named man called on the name of the Lord and is saved: 



He is healed: he sees. 
He is saved: he follows Jesus on the way: 
The way of suffering, death, and resurrection. 
 
Jesus tells Bartimaeus that his faith has saved him. 
Indeed Bartimaeus responded to Jesus’ call 
The call made through the very people who had rebuked him. 
That did not put him off from coming to Jesus. 
Bartimaeus left his old way of life and came to Jesus as he was, 
Trusting that the Son of David would show his rule 
In giving his salvation. 
Bartimaeus’ faith saved him. 
 
But if you asked Bartimaeus, ‘How have you come to be healed?’ 
‘How is that you are on the way that you are on?’ 
Would he have said, ‘Because of my faith?’ 
No, he would have said, ‘Because of Jesus’. 
Bartimaeus did not have faith in faith, 
He had faith in Jesus, in the Son of David, 
Who came not to be served but to serve, 
And to give his life as a ransom for many. 
 
Brothers and sisters, 
In our spiritual blindness, in our spiritual poverty, 
Jesus has passes by us on his way to the cross. 
We are free to call on him: 
Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved. 
As we receive the call of Jesus on our lives, 
Even through weak and fallible human beings, 
Let’s not be ashamed of what we lack, 
But look to him who is near to save, 
And leave behind our old way of living. 
Let’s respond in trust, in faith, 
And encourage each other, 
As we follow Jesus on the way of salvation. Amen. 
 


