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THE SERVICE WITHOUT COMMUNION: Easter 6, Sunday 17 May, 2020. Year A 
  

LHS 443 Through all the changing scenes of life 
 

1 Through all the changing scenes of life, 
In trouble and in joy, 
The praises of my God shall still 
My heart and tongue employ. 
 

2 O magnify the Lord with me, 
With me exalt His name: 
When in distress to Him I called, 
He to my rescue came. 
 

3 The hosts of God encamp around 
The dwellings of the just; 
Deliverance He affords to all 
Who on His succour trust. 
 

4 O make but trial of His love; 
Experience will decide 
How blest are they, and only they, 
Who in His truth confide. 
 

5 Fear Him, ye saints, and you will then 
Have nothing else to fear: 
Make you His service your delight, 
Your wants shall be His care. 
 

6 To Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 
The God whom we adore, 
Be glory, as it was, is now, 
And shall be evermore. 
 

Nahum Tate (1652-1715) and Nicholas Brady (1650-1726) 
in ‘New Version’. 1696 

 
OPENING SENTENCES 
Christ is risen! 
He is risen indeed! 
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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CONFESSION AND DECLARATION OF GRACE 
 

Friends in Christ: Let us confess our sins to God our Father and ask him  
in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us.  
 

We confess that we are born in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have failed to do. We have not loved you with our 
whole heart, and we have not loved our neighbour as ourselves. We deserve 
your eternal punishment. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy 
on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will 
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy Name. Amen. 
 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy on us, and has given  
his only Son to die for us, and for his sake forgives us all our sins. To  
those who believe in his name he has given the right to become children  
of God, and has given them his Holy Spirit. Whoever believes and is  
baptised will be saved. Grant this, Lord, to us all. Amen.  
 

Psalm 66:8-20  (sung by the choir) 
 

Praise our God, all peoples, 
and let the sound of praise be heard. 
The Lord has preserved us among the living: 
And kept our feet from stumbling. 
For you, O God, have tested us: 
And refined us as silver is refined. 
You led us into the snare: 
You laid a burden of trouble on our backs. 
You let your enemies ride over our heads, 
We went through fire and water: 
But you have brought us into a place of liberty. 
I will come into your house with burnt offerings: 
And I will pay you my vows. 
The vows which I made with my lips: 
And swore with my mouth when I was in trouble. 
I will offer fat beasts in sacrifice, 
With the smoke of burning rams: 
I will prepare you an offering of bulls and goats. 
Come then and listen, all you that fear the Lord: 
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And I will tell you what God has done for me. 
I cried aloud to God: 
High praise was ready on my tongue. 
If I had cherished evil in my heart: 
The Lord would not have heard me. 
But truly God has heard me: 
And has given heed to my prayer. 
Blessed are you, O God, 
For you have not rejected my prayer: 
Not withdrawn from me your steadfast love. 
Glory to the Father and the Son 
And the Holy Spirit 
As it was in the beginning is now 
And shall be forevermore. Amen. 
 

KYRIE 
In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy.  
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and 

for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us 

pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy.  
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  Amen.  
 

HYMN OF PRAISE (sung by congregation) 
 

This is the feast of victory for our God.  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to   

be people of God. 
This is the feast of victory for our God.  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, and honour, blessing, and glory are his. 
This is the feast of victory for our God.  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation: 

Blessing, honour, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb for ever. Amen. 
This is the feast of victory for our God.  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
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For the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. Alleluia. 

This is the feast of victory for our God.  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

   

GREETING AND COLLECT 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Almighty and merciful God, you send your Holy Spirit to be the light and life of 
all your people. Open our hearts to receive his riches, so that we may produce 
the fruit of the Spirit in love and joy and peace. We ask this through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

FIRST READING 
 

Hear the word of the Lord as it is written in Acts, chapter 17, beginning at verse 
22 

Then Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, ‘Athenians, I see how 
extremely religious you are in every way. For as I went through the city and 
looked carefully at the objects of your worship, I found among them an altar 
with the inscription, “To an unknown god.” What therefore you worship as 
unknown, this I proclaim to you. The God who made the world and everything 
in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by 
human hands, nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, 
since he himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all things. From one 
ancestor he made all nations to inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the 
times of their existence and the boundaries of the places where they would 
live, so that they would search for God and perhaps grope for him and find 
him—though indeed he is not far from each one of us. For “In him we live and 
move and have our being”; as even some of your own poets have said, 
“For we too are his offspring.” 
Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like gold, or 
silver, or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of mortals. While 
God has overlooked the times of human ignorance, now he commands all 
people everywhere to repent, because he has fixed a day on which he will have 
the world judged in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, and of this 
he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.’ 

This is the word of the Lord. 
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Thanks be to God. 

SECOND READING 

Hear the word of the Lord as it is written in 1 Peter, chapter 3, beginning at verse 
13 

Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? But even if you do 
suffer for doing what is right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear, and 
do not be intimidated, but in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be 
ready to make your defence to anyone who demands from you an account of 
the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and reverence. Keep your 
conscience clear, so that, when you are maligned, those who abuse you for your 
good conduct in Christ may be put to shame. For it is better to suffer for doing 
good, if suffering should be God’s will, than to suffer for doing evil. For Christ 
also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to 
bring you to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the 
spirit, in which also he went and made a proclamation to the spirits in 
prison, who in former times did not obey, when God waited patiently in the 
days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight 
people, were saved through water. And baptism, which this prefigured, now 
saves you—not as a removal of dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God for a 
good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into 
heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers 
made subject to him. 

This is the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God 

GOSPEL 

The Holy Gospel is written in the Gospel according to St John, Chapter 14, 
beginning at verse 15 

‘If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the Father, and 
he will give you another Advocate, to be with you for ever. This is the Spirit of 
truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows 
him. You know him, because he abides with you, and he will be in you. 
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‘I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. In a little while the world will 
no longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live. On that 
day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. They who 
have my commandments and keep them are those who love me; and those who 
love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to 
them.’ 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. Praise be to you, O Christ. 

 

CHILDREN’S ADDRESS 
 
 

LHS 394  God is love: let heaven adore Him; 
 

1 God is love: let heaven adore Him; 
God is love: let earth rejoice; 
Let creation sing before Him, 
And exalt Him with one voice. 
he who laid the earth’s foundation, 
He who spread the heavens above, 
He who breathes through all creation, 
He is love, eternal love. 
 

2 God is love: and He enfoldeth 
All the world in one embrace; 
With unfailing grasp He holdeth 
Every child of every race. 
And when human hearts are breaking 
Under sorrow’s iron rod, 
All the sorrow, all the aching, 
Wrings with pain the heart of God. 
 

3 God is love: and though with blindness 
Sin afflicts the souls of men, 
God’s eternal loving-kindness 
Holds and guides them even then. 
Sin and death and hell shall never 
O’er us final triumph gain; 
God is love, so love for ever 
O’er the universe must reign. 
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Timothy Rees (1874-1939), alt. 

 
SERMON 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED  
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead, and buried. 
He descended into hell. 
The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven, 
and sits at the right hand of God, the Father almighty, 
from thence he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic* church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen 
*or: Christian; 'catholic' here means 'universal'  
 
 
LHS 457 Mighty God, we praise Thy name 
 
 
1 Mighty God, we praise Thy name; 
Lord of all, our hearts adore Thee. 
All creation must proclaim 
Thy great works, and bow before Thee. 
Ages roll, but Thou wilt be 
Lord throughout eternity. 
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2 King of glory, God’s own Son, 
Humbly our poor nature sharing, 
Now to save us Thou art come, 
All our sin and sorrow bearing; 
Thou hast brought us saving grace, 
Freed from guilt our sinful race. 
 
3 O have mercy on us, Lord; 
Shed on us Thy richest blessing; 
Keep us steadfast in Thy Word, 
Ever Thy great name confessing. 
Lord, we trust alone in Thee; 
Thine we are eternally. 
 

Grosser Gott, wir loben dich  
asc. To Ignaz Frfanz (1719-1790) 
Tr. Frederick William Herzberger 
Revised. Hymnal Compilers 

 
Offertory 
 

Let the vineyards be fruitful Lord, 
And fill to the brim our cup of blessing. 
Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown, 
That we may be fed with the bread of life. 
Gather the hopes and dreams of all; 
Unite them with the prayers we offer now. 
Grace our table with your presence, 
and give us a foretaste of the feast to come. 
 
 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
 

Almighty God and Father, we thank you for all your goodness, and especially for 
the gift of your dear Son, through whom you have revealed your will and grace. 
Plant your word in us, and help us to keep it in our hearts so that we bear much 
fruit in welldoing.  
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Protect and strengthen your church, so that your word and sacraments may 
nurture faith in you and love to all people. Be with all who spread the light of 
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your truth throughout the world. Bless the seminaries and schools of the 
church, so that they may send out people to serve you by proclaiming your 
word, by helping others. and by doing your will in their daily lives. Let the light 
of your word continue to shine in our homes. Keep the children of the church in 
the grace of their baptism, and help all who care for them to bring them up to 
trust and obey you.  
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
 

Bless all those in government and positions of authority. Direct our Queen and 
her advisers, and guide the parliaments of our commonwealth and state. Help 
them to govern wisely and justly, so that people may be restrained from 
wrongdoing and encouraged to live good lives.  
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
 

Let your blessing rest on agriculture, commerce, and industry. Bless our arts and 
culture, our rest and leisure. Protect those who travel, and those whose work is 
difficult or dangerous. Support all who strive to do your will in their daily 
vocation, and assure them that you are pleased with their work.  
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
 

We place in your care all who are in trouble. Remember those in need, and 
especially those we name before you in our hearts. Comfort them with your 
Holy Spirit, so that in their distress they may accept your fatherly will and 
rejoice in your saving help.  
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
 

Bring healing and comfort for people around the world suffering from the 
Coronavirus. Speed their recovery and slow the spread of the disease. Give 
wisdom to governments around the world as they manage this outbreak, and 
give us your peace when we are tempted to panic or become anxious. Help us 
to place our trust in you, knowing that our life is safely hidden in you.  
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
 

Protect us from all physical harm and spiritual danger. Support us in our last 
hour with your mercy, and finally take us into your eternal joy, to love and serve 
you with your saints and angels forever. We ask this through your Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. Amen.  



10 

 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 
be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now 
and forever. Amen.  
 

BLESSING 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favour and give you peace. 
Amen. 
 

LHS 222 Thou whose almighty word 
 

1 Thou whose almighty word 
Chaos and darkness heard, 
And took their flight: 
Hear us, we humbly pray, 
And where the gospel-day 
Sheds not its glorious ray, 
Let there be light. 
 

2 Thou who didst come to bring 
On Thy redeeming wing 
Healing and sight, 
Health to the sick in mind, 
Sight to the inly blind: 
O now to all mankind 
Let there be light. 
 

 

3 Spirit of truth and love, 
Life-giving holy dove 
Speed forth Thy flight; 
Move on the waters’ face, 
Bearing the lamp of grace, 
And in earth’s darkest place 
Let there be light. 
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4 Blessed and holy Three, 
Glorious Trinity, 
Wisdom, love, might: 
Boundless as ocean’s tide 
Rolling in fullest pride, 
Through the earth, far and wide, 
Let there be light. 
 

John Marriot (1780-1825) 
 
 

 


