
THE SERVICE WITHOUT COMMUNION: 5th Sunday in Lent, 29th of March, 2020 
 
PREPARATION  
 
IN THE NAME  
In the name of the Father and of the Son † and of the Holy Spirit.  
Amen.  
 
HYMN LHS 141 
 
Father of heaven, Whose love profound 

A ransom for our souls hath found, 

Before Thy throne we sinners bend; 

To us Thy pardoning love extend. 

 

Almighty Son, Incarnate Word, 

Our Prophet, Priest, Redeemer, Lord, 

Before Thy throne we sinners bend; 

To us Thy saving grace extend. 

 

Eternal Spirit, by Whose breath 

The soul is raised from sin and death, 

Before Thy throne we sinners bend; 

To us Thy quickening power extend. 

 

Thrice Holy! Father, Spirit, Son; 

Mysterious Godhead, Three in One, 

Before Thy throne we sinners bend, 

Grace, pardon, life to us extend. 

Edward Cooper (1770-1883) 

CONFESSION AND DECLARATION OF GRACE 
 
Friends in Christ: Let us draw near to God our Father with a true heart to  
confess our sins, and ask him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to  
forgive us.  
 
Our help is in the name of the Lord.  
He made heaven and earth.  
I said, I will confess my sins to the Lord.  
Then he forgave the guilt of my sin.  
 
Almighty God, our maker and redeemer, we confess to you that by nature  
we are sinful and unclean, and that we have sinned against you by  
thought, word, and deed. Therefore we flee for refuge to your infinite  
mercy and plead for your grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ.  
 
 



Most merciful God, 
you have given your only Son to die for us. 
Have mercy on us, 
and for his sake 
grant us forgiveness of all our sins. 
By your Holy Spirit 
increase our knowledge of you and your will, 
and make us obedient to your word, 
so that by your grace 
we may come to eternal life; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy on us, and has given  
his only Son to die for us, and for his sake forgives us all our sins. To  
those who believe in his name he has given the right to become children  
of God, and has given them his Holy Spirit. Whoever believes and is  
baptised will be saved. Grant this, Lord, to us all.  
Amen.  
 
LORD, HAVE MERCY (Setting for Lent) 
 
Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.  
 
GLORY TO GOD IN THE HIGHEST (Setting for Lent) 
 
Glory to God in the highest,  
and on earth peace, among those with whom he is pleased. Amen.  
GREETING AND PRAYER OF THE DAY (COLLECT)  
 
The Lord be with you.  
And also with you.  
Let us pray 
 
Almighty God, 
look mercifully on your family, 
that by your great goodness 
they may be governed and preserved forever 
in body and soul; 
through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.  
 
FIRST READING  
Hear the word of the Lord as it is written in Ezekiel, chapter 37, beginning at verse 1.  

The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the LORD and set me 
down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He led me all round them; there were very many 
lying in the valley, and they were very dry. He said to me, ‘Mortal, can these bones live?’ I answered, 



‘O Lord GOD, you know.’ Then he said to me, ‘Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry 
bones, hear the word of the LORD. Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: I will cause breath to enter 
you, and you shall live. I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you 
with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know that I am the LORD.’ 

So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a 
rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. I looked, and there were sinews on them, 
and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in them. Then 
he said to me, ‘Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the 
Lord GOD: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.’ I 
prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood on 
their feet, a vast multitude. 

Then he said to me, ‘Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, “Our bones are 
dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.” Therefore prophesy, and say to them, 
Thus says the Lord GOD: I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my 
people; and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. And you shall know that I am the LORD, when I 
open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people. I will put my spirit within you, 
and you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the LORD, have 
spoken and will act, says the LORD.’ 

After the reading:  
 
This is the word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God.  
 
PSALM  
 
Cantor: Out of the depths I cry, O LORD. 
Congregation: Out of the depths I cry, O LORD. 
 

Cantor: Out of the depths I cry to you, O LORD. 
   Lord, hear my voice! 
Let your ears be attentive 
   to the voice of my supplications! 

Congregation: Out of the depths I cry, O LORD. 

Cantor: If you, O LORD, should mark iniquities, 
   Lord, who could stand? 
But there is forgiveness with you, 
   so that you may be revered. 

Congregation: Out of the depths I cry, O LORD. 

 
Cantor: I wait for the LORD, my soul waits, 
   and in his word I hope; 
my soul waits for the Lord 



   more than those who watch for the morning, 
   more than those who watch for the morning. 

Congregation: Out of the depths I cry, O LORD. 

 
Cantor: O Israel, hope in the LORD! 
   For with the LORD there is steadfast love, 
   and with him is great power to redeem. 
It is he who will redeem Israel 
   from all its iniquities. 

Congregation: Out of the depths I cry, O LORD. 
 
SECOND READING  
Hear the word of the Lord as it is written in Romans, chapter 8, beginning at verse 6.  

To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. For this 
reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed it 
cannot, and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 

But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who 
does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. But if Christ is in you, though the body is 
dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus 
from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies 
also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 

After the reading:  
This is the word of the Lord.  
 
(sung) Christ humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even  
death on a cross.  
 
GOSPEL  
 
The holy gospel is written in chapter 11 of the Gospel according  
to St John, beginning at verse 1.  
Glory be to you, O Lord.  

Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. Mary was 
the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus 
was ill. So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, ‘Lord, he whom you love is ill.’ But when Jesus heard 
it, he said, ‘This illness does not lead to death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may 
be glorified through it.’ Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, after 
having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was. 

Then after this he said to the disciples, ‘Let us go to Judea again.’ The disciples said to him, ‘Rabbi, 
the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there again?’ Jesus answered, ‘Are 
there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk during the day do not stumble, because they 
see the light of this world. But those who walk at night stumble, because the light is not in 
them.’ After saying this, he told them, ‘Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to 



awaken him.’ The disciples said to him, ‘Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right.’ Jesus, 
however, had been speaking about his death, but they thought that he was referring merely to 
sleep. Then Jesus told them plainly, ‘Lazarus is dead. For your sake I am glad I was not there, so that 
you may believe. But let us go to him.’ Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his fellow-disciples, 
‘Let us also go, that we may die with him.’ 

When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days. Now Bethany 
was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to 
console them about their brother. When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met 
him, while Mary stayed at home. Martha said to Jesus, ‘Lord, if you had been here, my brother 
would not have died. But even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of him.’ Jesus 
said to her, ‘Your brother will rise again.’ Martha said to him, ‘I know that he will rise again in the 
resurrection on the last day.’ Jesus said to her, ‘I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe 
in me, even though they die, will live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do 
you believe this?’ She said to him, ‘Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the 
one coming into the world.’ 

When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her privately, ‘The 
Teacher is here and is calling for you.’ And when she heard it, she got up quickly and went to 
him. Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but was still at the place where Martha had met 
him. The Jews who were with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out. 
They followed her because they thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there. When Mary 
came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, ‘Lord, if you had been 
here, my brother would not have died.’ When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with 
her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. He said, ‘Where have you laid 
him?’ They said to him, ‘Lord, come and see.’ Jesus began to weep. So the Jews said, ‘See how he 
loved him!’ But some of them said, ‘Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept 
this man from dying?’ 

Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying against 
it. Jesus said, ‘Take away the stone.’ Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, ‘Lord, already 
there is a stench because he has been dead for four days.’ Jesus said to her, ‘Did I not tell you that if 
you believed, you would see the glory of God?’ So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked 
upwards and said, ‘Father, I thank you for having heard me. I knew that you always hear me, but I 
have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you sent 
me.’ When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, come out!’ The dead man came out, 
his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, 
‘Unbind him, and let him go.’ 

Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did, believed in him. 

This is the gospel of the Lord.  
Praise be to you, O Christ.  
 
HYMN LHS 774 
 
1 Holy Spirit, ever dwelling 
in the holiest realms of light; 
Holy Spirit, ever brooding 
o’er a world of gloom and night; 
Holy Spirit, ever raising 



those of earth to thrones on high: 
Living, life-imparting Spirit, 
you we praise and magnify. 
 
2 Holy Spirit, ever living 
as the church’s very life; 
Holy Spirit, ever striving 
through us in a ceaseless strife; 
Holy Spirit, ever forming 
in the church the mind of Christ: 
you we praise with endless worship 
for your fruit and gifts unpriced. 
 
3 Holy Spirit, ever working 
through the church’s ministry; 
quickening, strengthening and absolving, 
setting captive sinners free; 
Holy Spirit, ever binding 
age to age, and soul to soul, 
in a fellowship unending: 
You we worship and extol. 
 
Timothy Rees 1874-1939, alt. 
 
SERMON  
  
CREED  
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead, and buried. 
He descended into hell. 
The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven, 
and sits at the right hand of God, the Father almighty, 
from thence he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic* church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen 
*or: Christian; 'catholic' here means 'universal'  
 
HYMN LHS 54 
 
1 When I survey the wondrous cross 



On which the Prince of glory died, 
My richest gain I count but loss 
And pour contempt on all my pride. 
 
2 Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast, 
Save in the death of Christ, my God; 
All the vain things that charm me most, 
I sacrifice them to His blood. 
 
3 See from His head, His hands, His feet, 
Sorrow and love flow mingled down: 
Did e’er such love and sorrow meet, 
Or thorns compose so rich a crown? 
 
4 Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
That were an offering far too small; 
Love so amazing, so divine, 
Demands my soul, my life, my all. 
 
Isaac Watts (1674-1748), alt. 
 
OFFERTORY SONG (Setting for Lent) 
  
1 What can I offer to the Lord 
for all his goodness to me? 
2 I will lift up the cup of salvation, 
and call on the name of the Lord. 
3 I will offer you a sacrifice of thanksgiving, 
and call on the name of the Lord. 
4 I will keep my promises to the Lord 
in the presence of all his people; 
5 in the courts of the house of the Lord, 
in your midst, O Jerusalem. 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  
 
LORD’S PRAYER  
 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours  
now and forever. Amen.  
 



BLESSING  
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you  
and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favour,† and give  
you* peace.  
Amen. Amen. Amen.  
 

HYMN LHS 129 
 
1 Breathe on me, Breath of God, 
Fill me with life anew, 
That I may love what Thou dost love, 
And do what Thou wouldst do. 

2 Breathe on me, Breath of God, 
Until my heart is pure, 
Until with Thee I will one will, 
To do and to endure. 

3 Breathe on me, Breath of God, 
Till I am wholly Thine, 
Until this earthly part of me 
Glows with Thy fire divine. 

4 Breathe on me, Breath of God, 
So shall I never die, 
But live with Thee the perfect life 
Of Thine eternity. 

Edwin Hatch (1835-1889) 

 


